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Re: JOHN L* JT 


^ / c-^ 


B]r£RVIS-^^' VQIH_ 
(Continued) 


ij'7-i> 


"I have nothing to say against the Plii or the UlSf. 
I like to work xnder the PIin. and I am also satisfied 
to v.'ork under the U1517. 


"I did not attend the PMn meetir^ on May 11, 1937. 




remember, I never signed any petitions either for FIL^ or 


ULL/ in 1937. 



"I did not vote in the first N.L.R.3. election in December 1937. 
I never heard that this electron was not fair. 


"alS aforementio/'C-d I can not road -r vn-ite. Therefore, , 

has read this st-e ime-; ■; to me consisting of one anc 
one half page_ and it is true and cirr^ci: and the same ir.formtion I have 
furnished in the presence 



’n‘itnessed: 



Special .igent 



Special F. 



c 


BZi JOHN L, LE.IS, ET hL 


iwsRvn:* hit;- 


i?7 



was interviewed 
and 


scial iigcnts 

fis illiterate and appear knovj nothing of 
conccrnin:; tne Strxire. His nono^y. and English are poor and he 
vnuld not riak.: a satisfactory witness. 


He furnished the following statenent: 


Flllinois 

SeptcrnDcr 3, 1940 

lliakc. the for'lov;ing volunto.r^* stateaent to 

h-; h- ’c identified thoasnlvcs as being 

pccTial Tii the rljdernl burcer of Investigation. IIo threats or 

pronises have been inadc to no \ got no lo r.iake steteaent. 

Illinois. I was born 



presently r^ i^ide or 

^ and cane to 




I becanie a citizen 


started nining in joined the United IHne ^“^orkers at 

that tisic. I started working at Mine £ in 1935 ahd at that tine belonged 
to F. It I n^ver attended nany nestings of any union- 
'll v;as ^;orking at Mine ^ at the tine ox the strike. I remeriber the 
non wer talking about %v.^-es and contracts but I don*t know what they were 
talking about. I don^t understand ver,: well, I also heard that^B^^ind 
sync of the other foll.-^us ^;er.. v^orking for U.MI.I but I donH 
about tills. 


hing 


”0n th^ day of thio strike 1 was working in Box ■ as a digger* I went 
down to vjork that norning and S'n:cone said load short ^t I filled 1 :^” cars 
up. I worked all da^ lon;^ that day and the next day they said, "Mine no 
>^ork j strike , '* 

signed a lot of things at Springfield that surmer but I don’t know 
v'hat they v;erc. I roncTiber when they had a sit do\;n strike at th^- ninej_ I 
was there tv«o or three days, it i.iake nc tired and I go hone. 


voted for rro^p:'essive in the election at the Arnoiy. Nobody ever 
threatened ric or bothered no. 


”I didn't go back to the nine until it opened up in 1939. I went 
back to work in the Seine place as I rerjoroh^r* I had no trouble w^hen I wont 
back to %iork, nobody over tliroatened j-^e, asked ne to join U- 'h II but 

I wnnldn»t join with him. I joined U. H* hi when some other fellov^s ask 
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RE; JOHN L. LE,,TS, ET AL 



hno 


(continued)* I \;orked under' U. H.'’.'. before and I had 

trouole vfith F.Ii.A. 


'*! don’t Inijv; i.hat caused the strike in 1937. I don't understand 
very i/t-ll. 

^^ii'itn;.3sed: 



Special .ti;_cnts^ 

U- S* Dept, Justlct:,-* 
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REt JOHN L* ET aL* 






IHTERVI3’'J ’7ITH 


was .-joijit ly In tejT" 

viewed Dy Special 

at his place of employment, 
ring f ield » Illinois^ on Sept ember 8, 1943 
Springfield • 


English is very 

r- +- -! r\Y^ « ir^A +". ri W1 ll'i^rp -^-r^ 

Wi, V/ 'hJJ.J. V «Ljf a a , 1-FV ^ <bA 

proDound^d to him, and would be a willing witness 
/'o^ lowing signed statementi 


^en and it is sotne-cimes difficult to follow his line 

Ti Vi cjTuro "V" m I d c + x e» 

He s ubmi 1 1 e d the 


"Springfield, Illinois, 
September 6, 1943 


nuko the fol lowing voluntary state- 
ment to v/hom I knovj^ to be Special 

^ents of the Federal rbreau^^^IirS^TigcAtion, U* S* Department of 
Justioe. 


"I was borr. 
States at New York in 
ab out 


entered the United 
and nrturalized^a^' Springfield , Illinois 


"The first mine union I joined was the United l?ine '^Jorkers 
of -onerioa which will be hereinafter be referred to as U1^7# I joined 
this union in the JSangamon iline ^2 at Springfield, Illinois* 


"The first time I started v/orking at Jiine B v/as about 
and I continued there until the mine closed in I?ay, 1937 • I think" 
I worked at Mine B in Novenoer, 1939 when it re-opened and quit in 
the early part of 1940, but I am not positive of this period of 
emoloyment m 


"inen I began working at Mine 3m 1 a member of 

the Ul^v* However, I voluntarily joined the Progressive Mine b^orkers 
of ^imericu hereinafter refered to as ■ in 1932* I liked the PHi-i. 
because the leaders v^ere more honest that the U^fl leaders* 


"I never held an office in a mine 'jinion* I attended only 
a few meetings, but I attended more U]f7 meetings as the III IT fined 

the men fift^ oants if they did not attend the nee tings* 

'^7hen I w*s employed Mine 3 I t/us a coal digger* 
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RE* JOHH T,. IX, 'IS, aL 





ouxiL.aiiut?u / 


”I do not think EI£H0FF liked the HUi, 
union before the strike in >Jay, 1937, but liked 

4-U » TTI r T — V/-. T T J TTIJI T J 

1^1 It? \JUl i D IIV a ii uwt3U um' i tigX T*0 

work in the mine when the RIk hnd & closed 


shop contract with Elshoff# I know these IttPT agitators by the follow- 
ing names* iiNIBEV SCHRELE^ lOUS, lailNIC PaS^UALE, PETE CxiPTER, FR/*NK 
aUSTIIJ, T0J;Y PLOTCH, COTTOU JOHN SIRTOUT, GEORGE JaGa I/^Y, 

El^ORY Jiia^ilaY, BJa^ING (3<EEIJ, aNE J.JiES 


^'^bout six months before the strike JiJIES EjxLE oane to me 
in the mine and told ne that if I v/anted to keop my job I had better 

J J- T TT, n f 

join inw un’i* 


*’I short time after the strike started in May, 1937 JOHN 
SIRTOUT and TONY PLOTCH oune to my house to get ne to join Utfr. I 
said I would not sign even if \ lost my job. They told ne I would 
lose my job then* 


^’j>lso a minor named a miner nar.ied 

unknown, oane to my house and if I signed with Iir ; 


last name 
would 


get a good rOCSi in trie mine to work, Und if I did not sign "v;ith Ut»»* 

I would not work at ull. This hapoened a short tine before the mine 
ooenod in 1939* 


know nothing about the wage soale controversy* 

do not renamber if I i/ent to the Rii.. meeting on Hay 
11, 1937 which was the night before the strike nt I!ino B* 

”l do not know what happened at this mooting* 

helped picket Hino B for ninety two days* 

wont to the mine when it tried to open in Septombor, 
1937, but did not go to work* None of the men v^'ould v/ork bo- 
cause FaLCETTI told tho P!!^ Pit Comrnitteo only Ulf/ men could v/ork* 

I hoard about this from the other RU miners* The only men who 'vfent 
to work were a few Ul'jn mombers which included tho miners whoso 
n^ncs are mentioned above in this statement as agitators* 

knew the mine tried to open two tines after beptenber, 
1937, but I ’did not go out to the mine* I do not renember how I 
knew txbout the mine attempting to re-opon* 




'^hen the I4ine opened in Novenbor 
knoY/ about this beoaar^e 


I went back to 


work* I . 

oamo to my house and talked to my wife 
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JoHK L. LE'VIS, ET iiL 


• hi ^ 

h~U::, ■ 

th© rairit WQ s going i: o opGii • hX 'olix 5 ‘txiTiG J 
was working on 

**I left Mine B in the early 
beoo^use I worked four days cleaning up slate and my boss 
would only got me money for two already 

with at that time# l!y friend (phonetic) told me that 

he TTi^s afraid for^ if I did not would be beaten up# 

'*! never understood what was said at the mine or what the 
trouble was about, because I do not understand English v;ell# 




(continued ) 


'*! do not like ‘Grf/# I do not like leaders# I would 

never work under Uf / again# * 


^^This Btatcnent c onsisting of three pages on e quarter 
has been read to me by presence of 


lis statement was oarefiU 



O ^ V ^ 4^ ^ 




It -5 R tV»e truth 


as best I can remember # I can not read English, but I can speak 
English and I can write xny name# 



c 



i V 













RE: JOHN T.. l^T AL 


^ 1 


V 


y 


10 


INTSRVI&V WITH 




Springfield, Illinoie, was 
interviewed at tTie t>pringl^ienTField Division on the even* 



would not be considered as a good witness due to a 
very poor memory, poof speech, and a difficulty in understanding questions 
propounded to him. He cannot read well, and refused to sign the following 
st^>tement prepared for him, because he could not read. He listened, however, 
to it intently, and stated that it v^as all true and accurate. 


■ t- 


111 

September 7, 1945 , 



_I make the folloiving statement 
who have identified themselves 

to me as i> pe □ iax” a g ent g of tn"e^ ec:fjrai “nureau of Investigation. No promises, 
threats, or consideration of any kind has been made to me to make this state- 
ment. I am willing, if necessary, to go to court and repeat any part of this 
statement . 

"I first started to work at Mine B in At that time I was a 

member of the United Mine 'Workers. In 193Z when the ?ogr es sive Mine ^'orkers 
of America was organized, I had to go into that organization in order to work 
at Mine B. I did not particularly like to go into the FW* of A. I kept right 


Pit. r 1 1 iii t? 4"/^ 4-Vi 

4^ 


TT>n T "4- 

pp 1 J.X <-1 


ber of that organization all of the time 
taking the dues out of my pay 
do do the same, pa ying their dues to 
B. My son 


JiT r\ (-1 V* r* T +»Vi ft +■ T - ... 

a J. ^ -Jt- TTCX ^ CL liidU'* 



I did this even th ough they were 
continued to 

Jiuvr wnr ~e rneyw^^^working at min© 





”I used to attend the union meetings occassiona ir- I was never 
an officer in any labor union. I was not particularly disatisfied with the 
operation of the PMV while I was a member. I had no objections to it except 
that they took a lot of my pay for dues. Other than that I think the PM? 

.^■ly'ight . I belonged to the and that was my union. I never talked 
about the unions, and did not car© much which union was at the mine as long 
as they would leave me alone and let me work. I would have been a satisfied 
to have continued at Mine 3 v/ith the unions just as they were. I did not do 
any agitating abou t chang ing the unions. I do not know if m y Irys did 
agitating or not. ^ 
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RE: JOHM L. LSVIS, ET AL ^ 


^7X5 


INTERVISljQTH 



. continued j 

”I do net know what caused the strike at Mine B in 1937. 

I wf^s not interested in the affairs of the union or the company, and I did not 
want to get in any trouble. I do not remember what happened then. I know I 
was not at the mine on the day thf^t they started the picket line. I am not 

sure. I did not go out to the mine when it was being picketed, or sit on the 

picket line. I did not see any of the men who were out there then. 

’’I voted at the election of the unions held in the -^mory in 1937* 

-hat v:ns a fair election, one told me how to vote, or tried to influence 

my vote in any way* I voted exactly as I wanted to* I think every one else 
had a chance to vote as they wani. ^ to also. 


I went 


do not r am enb er exa c tl y when it v/as, but while Mine B -was cl os ed. 



X '■.vHE a memDer or the UMW 

because I had always been. I not interested in what went on out there 

in organizing 'the unions^ and do not know what happened. I did not see any 
fighting, or hear about it. 

I did not knov; of any organizing that was going on out there at 
the mine* I do not know of anjrthing that F^LGETTI or ELSHCFF did to favor 
one union over another* I do not know of any violence, or an^’thing wrong 
dene by either union in the trouble tho.t occurred at mine B* 


^'The above statement has been read to me b;.l 
This statement was on this and two other typev/ritten pages, 
he has read to me is true and accurate.'’ 


i^verythi^" 


all true.)" 


” (Refused to sign because cannot read, but declared that it was 



Spec ial Agent FBI 
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\ 

A 


Re: JORl L. LS:»IS, ET 



Spnn gJTe. 



by Special Agent ^SSS^jB/^/f^anz Although he ap-' 

peared cooperative and furnished the following si^ed statement, it is 
not believed that lie ivould make a good r.ltness inasmuch as he has no 
oefir.ite xnoT^’ledge about the trouble at Mine ”3”. 


"Springfield, Illinois 
September 6, 1943 

do 

5 

the Federal Bureau of Invesi 

kind have been made to cause u ' to inake this statement. 


voluntarily give the following signed 


sorpromis^^Tiai^ 



"I vias borr.' : ■ 

I Y^as na"!.’’ aiize 



and came to ,'imerica 


sent address is 


in Springf ield, 111. Jan. 

Springfield, II' 


lly pre- 


"I have vrorked in the mines continuously since joining 

the biYited idane Worke rs of .iinerica at that time. I sta^ea Y^orking 
at line 3 abou: continuing my Ulfii'A membership. Between the 

time I started au^^me B till 1932 the jnine officials and the 
got along fine, “ 


"The Progressive Mine 'norkers of jimerica started because the 
wage scale ballots were stolen. I had nothing to do nith the for- 
mation of the Progressives and never held an office in either union. 

After the new' union vjas formed I joined it along vath all the other 
miners at lj.ne So far as I knev; the Progressives got along as 

well Ydth Mr, Elshoff as the UI'.Vi, did before 1932. The Frocressive 
briion officers, dues, settlement of grievances, etc. 'vas alright 
so far as I was concerned. 

"I don’t Know a:rd,hing about any alleged UK4. spies being at 
the mine before the strike, and I t-ever heard that any of the progressive 
members v.-ere erpelled. 


"I don't knoY'f Yvhat caused the strike at lime '3* on !'ay 12, 1937 
and don't ever, remember !iow it started, I don't remember anything 
about cars being 'loaded short' on the day of the strike. 

"I recall signing a petition shortly after the strike sho7^ing 
that I favored the progressives. 
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Re: JOrf’ L. LE-.IS, -'.J 




MTERYIBi "I Know that a few nen tried to open the mine 


one day and all of the ?I,L men went do'-Ti and picketed. 
(Continued) I don't know v/ho the miners were who tried to open 


the mine. 


''I remember voting at the NLRB election ivhich the PIli. vron by a 
great majority, didn 't go back to work at Ihjie B because Mr. 


" men I'ine 'B ' opened in 1939 under an 'open shop’ agreement I 
vrent back as a ^Vogressive. After a fevj months I signed up iivith tIMii, 
The mine was hiring new men, and some cf the miners were being beat 
up ?: forced to join IMt.i. I joined Ui:'.... to keep ray job and to keep 
out of trouble. I didn't w^ ' to t ake a ny ch ances. Three men came 




terribl? 


"If I could have a free voluntary choice I v/o^ald choose the 
Prof^ressive Union. 

”0n Dec. 5, 1941 I started ’i/orkin^: at TUne . 1 , I vras fired at 
Mne 3 allegedly for beijig crunks Vt » "lj.shoff also o\.Tted Mine 1 
and I can ^t understand why I was fired at one and hired at the other* 

"I have [lad the above statement c onsisting of two and three- 
quarters (2 3/4)_read to rrit by J.gjnt The same is true and 

I do here'jy sign my name. 



"Witnessed: 

nKVJau>»:!. ~ n • ^ v. -n 

/o ,ai iLgeni^ - 


Elshoff didn *t seem to '^/ant to contract ^^th the Progressives* 



nd .jndre-'. Schrelevious . 



at up 



Special ,tgent , F.B.I . ” 
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Re: JOEt’: L. Li;.'. IS, ET .iL 


<Z^ 


\ '' 



short ha r_d note:: of this inter vie'w^^ and the notes were transcribed b:7 him and 


v!c,z ontirel’j' coore native and it le believed he v;ould make a good vritness if 


h:d a Lh''. contract and as far as I knovr UiVr got along v;ith the managenent of 
l ine B alright# Ulh v:as alright until John Lewis pulled off his tricks and 


sne ver.'^" over to PI I also v'ant over with then and I did not help organize 
anytr.inr tlien, I felt then that Levis v;as not treating the mining non 
fairly# Fron 1932 until the mine closed Kli got along v;ith the mnagenent 
at Line B to my knowledge, I have always said that I can^t see v;hy the 
coTTipan;^^ wanted a change back to U?1V, Both contracts were the same and I 
don^t recall of any strikes or other troubles there before the mine closed# 1 
Be teeen 1932 and 1937 Carl Elshoff and Oscar Falcetti did not anyth ing 

is quite some way to Springfield^ lil^f^E ' 

on all the times# HOT-ever, everybody seemed to be well pleased between 
1932 and 1937# I neverheard talk about FLA local being run by crooks noi" 
did I ever suspect that they did anything wrong as we miners v;ere satisfied 



advised that ho had no crirdnal record# 


The follcn''ing statement v;as exec 


% 



Sept, 1, 1943# 



and 

Bureau 


ve been made me to give this statement* 



stole the ballots— it was gos to me then. ’^Then the other men loft UiL 
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Re: JOI^i; L- LE-ilS, DT A1 




7 

7 




Y/itiln "thic tfh.6 PilA of^xc 

handling the money matters 
assessments except once I 
money to help out other locals who vrere out 
money went to help those other miners. The 
local themselves and it was not run for or 
up at meetings and was propertly voted upon 
active in the union affairs as it was too i 
meetings as by the time I got and ate 

111, and attend a meetinr but I ^ i f?o once 


ials were running the local and 
?LIA never had any special 
recall when they needed some 
or were short of money but that 
miners in local 54 that 
by a few and everii'thing was taken 
or debated on. I was not very 
ar for me to go to attend the 
it was too late to go to Springfield, 
in awhile. 


"In re gards to those F:iA men co" victed in those bombings cases 
we miners felt that they pot a rottr.. de"^^ and there was some gossip that 
Edmundson and that bunch had th:m rail- oaced. The gossip then v;as that 
Edmun d son v;a s ' y i r t o ' o s t ed in their trials. 


Prior to the time the mine closed doTO Uirf7 never bothered PMA 
men at the mine to my l.TiOwledge and there v/as n o strikes or pickets out there 
and there was no trouble that I know of- However , before the strike started there 
were 2 or 3 men who v/ere pretty strong for U1J7 and they were FRANK AUSTIN, 

SaN and ATDY Schrelevious and Jim Hale. They v/ould go around and talk to the 
other miners about going back to IMvV, But they never personally contacted me. 

I never heard an^^thing about Elshoff or UIIi7 giving any parties. 

the spring of 1937 y^hen our contract ran out us 

several times at the mine tliat they had a temporary agreemenf^^Bn the manage*- 
ment and that if there was any increase it v/ould be retroactive back to April Ist^ 
77e miners felt that Elshoff v;ould make a contract and that it would be just 
as good as any contract that UIIV could get for us. There were no fights on 
pay days and ever^^iaody seemed to be satisfied with the agreement and we all 
thought r/e ■'vould get a lump sum if the increase v/ent thru. Ex^er?/one seemed 
to be satisfied with the nay it Vrmis handled. I never say any short .or. .other 
strikes then. I heard that around in April^ 1937 Pasqualc and several others 
Were pla^ang a round with men in their ov/n nationalities and were trying to 
sv;ing them over but they never contacted me. The management of Mine B never 
said anything to me about the v/age agreement that 1 knov; of. 

"I don*t recall of any meeting being held the night before the 
mine closed but there could have been one but I did not a ttend it as I went 
to very fex of them. On the mornin*^ of 5-12-37 when I v/ent to v/ork I did 
not knov/ there v/as going to be a strike and no one talked about a strike ' 
to me at the mine and the men were not ar[uinr or fi'hting about t heir wages 
either. However^ later that afternoon I heard some p'ossip hsd 


c 


o 


Re*. JOHN L. 1^,715, ET AL 


<L^ 


IKTIilRVIEW ’ilTH been out and something Wds said abowt some men being expelled 


men and I knov; it was not over any wage trouble. I also heard something about 
cars being loaded short that day but I iras not told to load them short and I 
did not see any of my cars vrere all full. 


I think I signed it at Sprin rf ield. 111. I signed it of my ovm free well 
and no one forced me to sign and I never heard of any force being used to 
sign it. The men v/ere all crowded around and seemed happy to sign it. I 
heard tha UIIV got up a petition too durin/ s'ammer of 1937 but I never 


25, 1937 at ^ , .gned by several men and I recognize my 

signature on it. This i' in regard to Charles Roth, vfho is now dead, con- 
tacting some of us abouu going to a llffl meeting and the information in that 
affidavit is correct and true and ■no one forced ne at that tine to 7713116 the 


nev local in Sprin.^field, 111,, but I n„ver v;as contacted by anyone and 
don't knov,' a thing about it. I also recall hearing something that several 
men from ’.line P v;ent over to the Jefferson mine and I also heard that Oscar 
Fnlcetti took that mine over and that he was boss there. 


heard they were going back under U‘T7 and I went out and helped them picket 
until the ^larshall came out, I '.vent out to see what -■.'js.s going to happen 
•and did not go out to work under IRCV, I recall that the same men I have 
mentioned before went do>vr into the mine but no PlIA men went down. Sam 
is the right rtame too for Joe Albanese. 172 PMA men did not work bec-ause 
’■.■e heard the raine v;as to be reopened as UMW. Nobody asked me either to go 
out there. V,lien I did go out I savi Falcetti there too, PlIA had a regular 
meeting before the picketing started and I understood that it was decided 
upon that if Ulfi? v;ent in there that PIIA would picket tut I did not attend 
that meeting but just heard that, I would come home from the sit dovm 
strike several nights a weelc but did stay out five nights a week and PvIA 
local men v/ere just out there and no strangers were brot in at all. The 
picketing and guarding of the mine \.'as very peaceful and we men were there 
to protect our jobs and we did not '.do anj^thinf; "wrong there and the place 
got cleaner than it ever was before, injiT did not cone out and cause us any 
+.rouble. However, I once heard that UMW was going to bring some outsiders 
in, TTe men v.'ent out to the sit do'wn strike of our ov.'n free will and no 



but not fired. TThen I came out of the mine I did not know 
there was a strike and I left my tools in the mine and they 
are still there. I believe that the trouble was over those 


"Several weeks after the mine closed I signed a PIdA petition and 


signed it T^nd. was not approached by anyone in regard to it 



have shovjn me an affidavit dated August 


affidavit. If I recall right the l-a-.yjr for FLIA made it up aftar v;e miners 
told him wliat happened and no one forcao us to make it. 


"I also heard that during the sumer of 1937 the UMW started a 


"In September, 1937 I did not go out to liine B to work but I 
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Re: JOHN L. LK-TIS, ET AL 




c^- 


b'^O 


h:tervie:,7 vtith 



.continue a 


force v:;is used end T/e could go out and leave as v^e pleased 
and nothing unusual happened. lYhen the llarshall caine out 
ive all left and the men did not resent the fJarshall as the- 
men vrere getting tired of being there so long. I think 
the 1 la r sha ll told the men that nobody else would come out and take over, 

"I heard several cays later after the Ifer shall came out that the 
mine was r-:oing to be reopened but I did not go out. I remember that in Dec. 

1937 the 1’LR.B had their first elsction for us and I voted for PilA because 

4-1^— .-r.- V-.Ax.i4- T+ -T-r i-> xs,-.-, .x'-l- >na 

HCltd tjlltx" *->t: ^5 U XVi cUJ litJiiCJOb ^ -Vt;*.- OX VJLl ciii'wl X iUt> 

to vote any special vjay and no strong arm methods v;ere used, 17e first went 
to the union hall and tlien^ent to the Armopy to vote in a group. In Jan. 

1938 I think I road in tho paper that the mine would be opened but I did 

not go out there as v/e ware sat., '^ied that the injiinction y/ould keep anyone 
from the mine property. I knev; shof f had not signed a contract wdth the 

Progressives and as I recall it at this time the rumor Wrss that he would 
not deal vdth the Frcr esaives because Leras and was paying him to keep 
the mine closed. I ?iaeived a registered letter telling me to come back to 

1 Q aO f o 1 .-k*: mo o n V +. -1 o miTnh»or' of" "f.O T'l^'TVOT'f. 

I dont remember how many b-.t I ^ant back the first day and sav; Falscetti ^ 
■who told ne I would have to wait till my place was ready to work in* No 
inquiries v'ere made of me as to v;hich union I belonged to. I went back to 
work shortly after the first of the year of 1940, one of my sons telling 
me v;hen my place v;as ready for me to go back in. Nobody caused me to be 
docked or threatened me in any Chas, Bohan on did tallc to me at 

the nine about s'^d.nging over to ho said that all the men v/ere joining 

and I hi\d better get lined up. Bohanon v/as very careful \/hat he said, 
he did not threaten r>o or say I night lose my job- No force was used by 
Elk to keep their men in line as the PlIA felt their men v/ere loynl and this 
ms unnecessary. I heard at this timo that v/henever a nev; man was hired or 
replaced the nanarement would only hire ITIklV I think this is the way 


in, 


that UIfY got 


me 


iority at the mine. I heard that if ne'iv men coming in 


were not UIT.V they would be signed up with that union before they went to 

this signing up of nev; men to ILh'17 v^ent on right in the mine yard where 
the official and everyone could see it, so every ody must have known what 
v;as going on. During this period I was treated about the same as always 
and Elshoff and Fa Is c ett i made no statements to me indicating' that they 
favored either union. 

never signed an;i^hln^ for the UiU until after the second NIRB 
elrjrction, v/hen every ody h ,d to sign up v;ith them if they vnnted to keep 
their jobs. I dont remember signing any card for the Progressives either 
th^ summer of 1940 


voted 


the 2nd NLRB election voting a'^ain for PIIA, I voted 


this way because that was the Avay I felt. No one forced me to vote for P'!A. 
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I vjent directly to the Armory from my home. As f£:r as I 
knov; the election fair and honest. The election was 
by secret ballot and was under the supervision of a man 
from the Gov*t. I paid PJ.IA dues from Jan. of 1940_^P 
until the time I v.ont v/ith P1.IA, I vns with the last group to join believe 

this v?.s ?ro^jnci ^iarch of 1941. I joined the U?X7 because I either had to 
do that or rny johj^ 1 still like the rtA but I had to have a job to 

*kw a having been out of work for tvo and one-half years* ^en 

I went back in Jan. 1^0 the territory I had formerly worked in vaas^ot open^ 

I used to v/ork in Bo:':* but when I came bcack to v/ork I went in Box* I 
never heard anything ^ou t there being a big fire at the mine in 1939. I 
heard about Joing me talking at some meeting but I was 

not there and oont Knot/ vinet it >. s all aaeuc. I would h prefe rred to 
stay ui_th PLA but fcOt I had better join bnW. T "ud heard of 
of Sprinrfield having r>v;o of his tires ri ped open and hrad he ar 
of other men being beaten. 



have 111*^ tiie foregoing s tat erne 

1943j_ it to the bestuiiny ':no hedge and belief the truth, 
voluntarily signing thxs throe mr ■ j ■'.^.^.owrouten statement and 
each page thereof. 


nt on Sept. 2, 

I an_ therefore 
initialing 


i tnessc s : 




(3t. Paul) 



Vlrden, 111. 
Spte, 2, 1943” 
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Illinois, x;a s in t c rvi e*7e d by Speciai JS^ent s 



It 

notes latu?‘ being transcribed by Agent and a state- 

:rt crav/n np, based upon theni, on S^ptcnib,:r 2, 1943 tn^^statonont ivas 

to him. He read the sai-iC and prono'onced it correct and signed it* 
HH|||||[||w found to have a hi.;h-r intellect than most miners. It is 

ov.licved that he is a vur;.' reliable person and iTo'old be a leLlling natness 
if called upon to testify* Hj- advised tlmt h- had no criminal record. 


The statement 


is as follows; 



— volu .tary > thterhh'^t t: and 

v;ho ar^ KTiOwn to ine to bo Special agents of the 
FederaT bureau of Investig ition. United States Depo^rtment of Justice* 
Uo force or thrLeats have been mde^ ne to ve this statement- 



‘eas Dom j 
tv^ars itzo and 



land came to the Unite d State s 

became a_ citisen thrui^ f ath«^r , 

111. ivbout yc.ars ago^^Te^me a 
mu-nber of Ugr in Illinois ”and 1 :iavc never held any ^inion office and 
I pr^s.ntly an wo rj^ing at ilinc 3 in Spriogfield, 111.^ and I started 
th‘>_ro oack .ro^jne \ihon Lino 3 was under UHi^h IT'* and 

hlshoff gut along tnen asTa^as I know of, and the union appeared to 
be alrighe for the i.on. I vanted to turn over to FIIt. in 1952 and I 

over vdth tuc rest of the men then and I did not help in turning 
ov.:;r from IFl- to PLiA. letwoon 1932 and 1937 Ushoff and Plii sooned to 
get along alright as nothing unusual happened that I kno"-^ of. I don’t 
kno'M' of tne nanagoment of Lline 3 being dissatisifed 'ith ^lii or '.:anted 
to -^^t UL!*^ back. I never lioarc ai.^d:hiiig baa at all about P:It men or 
officials, anc: miiiors that the officials ’ir^ere all right 

.ind w'oru doing right for the men. PHt. '*as not a racket run local and 
v/u had over 400 n-..nbcrs, I ^^oiiLd attend noctings only l ow and then 
as opringfii^ld, lil*^ is too far fro'n ^SI^^Bbut I would go once in 
a while. 
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"I and other r.iinc’rs felt tlaat those Plil non Trho 
vfcre convicted in the bombing cases vfcre railroaded. 


I vf'15 satisfied witii the Plfc. officials and think it a good union 
and I nevvr suspected anyone of stealing money from the local. 

’’Before the mne closed I never sav? dll/ picket line 3 nor did I 
S'^c any papers or liner. .ture from .'Seforc the nine closed I never 

v.'as approached bj'- anyone to join UlfL' and I never knc\-f of any n,>. spies being 
in Fiti then. Tnir.gs v;erc runnir.g smooth and there iras no trouble at all. 

1 never h' P.rd an^rthi.ig about any parties given by Elshoff or TJiL‘. 

"I recall tJiat ii. sprang f 1937 v;l irorked without a contract and 
•'.■e vr^ro told that v;i vn^iid uork pending a settl ement. The rumor vv'as that the 
pay v/ould be retroactive, I think that told us about this at idno 3, 
I never heard that p;i. could not get as contract as could. In 

,pril, 1937 I don't rti.ll of the men complaining at all on pay da;/s and 
^■:■z umro just iniiting i’er a seV:l-..:...i t of too contract and I don’t recall 
of any strikes or troubles th.n -..itmer before the mine closed. The nine 
officials never said aig.h.hiijg to us about that vragG question that I knotv of. 

"I did not atterd a ncL=ti r; or. the night before the min-e closed 
out I think I kncj of the meeting and think it vras a Special one but an not 
sure but I hoard aro’ond the mii.e of that m^otiiig. On thi.' morning 'ohun the 
mine closed I u'ent to 'vork as us’oal -and did. not hear anything about the 
-.■age cpiestion and I don't r..call hearing any'ehi .g a'wot some men being 
-xp'Clled and I did not SvS or h-ar ariythi-ig .about any short cars. I think 
I norkud all that day and niien I left I thought I mould go ’x?.ck to the mine 
the i:t-xt cay and I don't romi-mber an;pthing .about a strike then. I think 
I '.•i.r.t home that daj' and "vent sack to uork the next day -and then learned 
about the trouble. I had even left ny tools there tlie day before. I think 
I then heard that th.„ trouol'. st..rt:,d over some- men being expelled. 1 
s'...;rt timo after the mij.c closed I signed a ?M. petition of ny omi free 
•mill and no one forced me to sign it .and i believe I si^cd 2 or 3 in all 
around that time or so. I si ned beca'ose I v.antod Fi'-^ to represent nc and 
I nev; r hoard of anyon.e beiiag forced to sign them, I also heard that FXf./’ 
had a petition out but I nev<.r was .approached and I never signcci it, I 
also signed anoth..r petition ir fall of 1937 and no one forced me to 
sign that, I think that was for Vtashin^jton or sor,..;thing like that. I al- 
ways v-as '.filling to sign for PF-i. as i v.anted PlU as ny bargaining agent. 

"in summ.-.r of 1937 1 h.^aro that lalt w.as forming a ne\; local but na 
one asked me to join it. I n.,ard they got about 12 m..mb..rs or so ard I 
heard that '^f.' v/as going around talking to the men. I o .^cc heard that 
Falcctti \7ent over to the Jefferson Fine to run it, ' 
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h n 


D 




mute 


an 


" ..;^.'n^£ anc 

dnvit dated *i.urjus^ 25 , 19 J 7 ~at ''irden, 111 ., which 
furs to Charles noth, nov; is dead, telling me 


nave Enjrim ne 
''irden, 


affi- 
re- 


ard others to attend a C 15 < mccti !g. The iif oriaation in that affidavit is 
true and corruct and I have recognised u;r signature on it and no o! G 
forced re to give that at^fidavit then and I think it vas made in the coiirt 
house at Virden, 111 . 

'’I r-call that in the fall of 1937 I'ane 3 reopened and I don’t 
r_call hoi.' 1 got the i^otice but I think sone one phoned r.c and I don 't 
recall of going to any n-oting i.'herc they iecided to do sonothirg about it. 

I was all ready to go ec ■.'ork d on that first day I believe that about 
5 or 6 men went dov.Ti and they wi. a ec-tu C Li-t..r, Cotton .uaanias, .Indy Schre- 
Icvious, Tony Plotch, forjonic pasouale, Sinmy, Fran): -.ustin, Jo’-in Sirtout, 
ICO. and hmory Jaca'.'ay (faih^r ai.d son tliey are) Charles 3 oh 0 innon and Jin 
dale. I think they a.l had thv,ir working clothes on and nobody stopped. 

u. 1 X- -r 4 .. r T -1 + ,-s 

ironi i'U '.-rirl J. uur ^ uj. ouxth X wuux^j lACkv^^ fju 

be Lir before I could go to iri.rk, I r-neiib-r that soiee of these men rrho 
v-.ent oown had '. orked thv.r v; be^'oru bat I nuvor heard thoy r/crc spies for Ulf.h 
I liv; e and did non knoi,' everything that v;ent on then, I 

ea.n- back '^nctj 5 a^i^^anG in a day or so vrei-t back and the picket line was 
set up and I stayed thv_rc o.bout 5 'o da:^s and there was no trouble at all. The 
men on this strike from the local and thor- mere no outsiders brot it 

and there were no fights or trouolo at all and wo were just .rotecting our 
jobs. .e f^lt that the Ulf. mun migiit cone out if lec left and 'vc felt 
th^t ni(s^it bring in sore outsiders ariu take over the niic. 

”I i;as there when the darshall came out and' about half the men 
-.,;re glad as they ivinted to g:t hone and I tlXnk the liirshall said that they 

v. -o'uLd not let 'eeyone else on the iU'opv-rty and everyone left at once. 

"i did not know that the min.. atte.-:pted to reopen again in Fee. 

d at thu first I'ljn election which w.as held 
111 . and it was S v^crut ball ot. I i/o.T'ki’ig at 

^ .. i__xi., j. 4- „ 

ailQ UOLIl UVkjX 


y, tuer ard Voted ard tnun i enV liomc. I voted for Fit. as I figured it 
was tin. bust union for us ai;d •"€ iraiwrs were satisfied -^ath it, Plii 
never ii.fluenccd us men hon’ to vote- and it was an 

stroi-g arm methods w.re used. I 'aas still W'rkin;' -t Jan. 1938 so 

don't knu'.v if mine reopened a-ain or not but ^ did sue so mining in the 
piper about i.h^re they had sinned ui for Ul'.. but I fvlt the injijnction was 
still out. ' I 

"The gossip was that “Ishoff must be getting mo'iuv from som.o place ’ j 
as he did/not sign a contract i.'ith in 1938 or 1939 , 

I 
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"'t.Tien the luirie reopened for good in Nov. 1939 
some one phoned me and I don *t remember getting a letter 
and ’,70 vcrc given a limited time to rctitm. I v/ent out 


-ti d an still there. Falcetti did not say to me as to vrhat union I belonged 
too. '-o 01.0 ever both-^red mo there but a couple of guys asked me Tj-hen I 
v.aF going to join over to and i told them I was satisfied the '.ray it 
• as but tlioy said the Uu.. -,/as tiio best union. They never threa-tened me 
that I vrould lose ray job and they talked to rae at the mine, To one ever 
coi:tactGd rae at hora^ and ’.Then I returned I paid ray dues to Pii'i as there was 
no chock off then. P!.k did not liso strong am methods at all as they de- 
p'.;ndod upon their men to stick together bt-cause they knavi they had the 
majority and they did not iiavc to do any dirty work. I sa.f quite a few 
strangers at niine 3 all of vehor? arc Uii" raon. '..bon 1 returned nothing 
i 7 as said about the Vi’agj agreement and I figured there vrould be a contract 
sigiitd lato-r on. I alnnys had a good room and i^^lshoff ,and Palcctti never 
said anything to no abL'ut wanti.ig iT„h bacK there. I did hear that the 
inanaTomer.t of h'ine 3 ’.'.■..old not listen to Pivt complaints but vrould listen 
to those frora ITLi.;. I vr.s told by someone that if I joined U]i. then I could 
get in free but lat^-r on I v/ould have to pay and I told them I would pay 
if necessary. 


"In the su;rmur of 1940 I never signed arn, ’thing for Uli;’ and 
don't krrow for sure if I sijpied anytlrlng for Pli^. ^-verybody was turning over 
and I think I joined over to UIt.< after the last NUQ election or either just 
before the election was hold, .^t that election I voted for PIL and no 
pressure was bro t on me and it was a fair and good election and was by- 

secret ballot. Ho’rover Fii' won because whenever a Pliv quit the new men 

they ■ ired were UIT/ men and after the election many quit. I finally turned 

over because I needed a job and I am still thcr . . The mine vras in bad shape 

when it reopened and I think it took a lot of money to fix it up and I never 
heard a nything a'oout a fire thcr , in 1939- I did not attend the meeting 
ii I kicked out and I have attended only 1 Uy.,' meeting since 

joiningy*^^Hd not have any trouble with ?.-lcetti at liLi.c 3 as I icnow 
him well because he used to live around Vlrdon, 111. 


"I have read this t’,'o page 
and I have signed it of ny o’-.'n fre 


'mil because^^^^^^rueio the best 


of my knov;ledge. 


" itne^si; 



bpocial ,igent, FBI, 

St. Paul, l£Lnn, 

- 



special agent, FBI , 
1 alwauko e , his. 
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IKTERVISK ’i,ITH The following investigation was <u?nducted by Special 

Agent. Spring- 

field, rilinois, on September b and 6 , iy 4 vT, 



agents went to the resi- 

one respond^d^o Agents knock although both front and rear doors were open, 
but the screen doors were closed indicating that some one probably was 
sleeping. At the rear door. Agents, while on the porch, noted that on the 
kitchen table there was some kind of a note which was placed up ag ainst a 
dish and Agents believe that the note said something about phoning 

he got up. and it was ^ignc-^ also on the note there 

appeared to be some vrri \ing which s aid let this out,^ It is not sure 

whether or not the is correct, but that is vrhat the name 

Icoked like. 


On the morn wig of September 6, 1943, Agen ts retur ned to the home 
cl and ' introdu^irT then. elves to he advised that 

he did not v/anf to gc':. :.iixed up in ::.n;^^r-irg and he d^^no^want to appear 
in Court. He volunteered thit. ie_^ crir priori before Agents had a chance to 
explain their mission. He also sail that he did not care to answer any 
questions and did not want any trouble- Agents explained to him and his wife 
who also was present, their mission and he still said that he did not v/ant 

to say anything as it did net matter to him v.'hat union he belonged to just 

as long as he had a jobs asked whether or not he had been 

contacted relative to the mire sx^at i on and he refused to affirm or deny 

that he had been. He further said that if he did give a statement he 

%vanted a copy of the same and the Bureau ^s pol icy in t his matter was full^ 
explained to him. During this time both told by 

Agents that he did not have to make any s t s Agents if he 

did not desire to do so and that Agents would like to have him place in 
writing just why he did not desire to give a statement, and then they 
would immediately leave. At this time he asked his wife for her opinion. 


. T J V. J . 


T - 


lie was 


anQ sxie UUJ.LL iij-iu LJiuu lu wuuxu uu no liaiiii ou t±iib^:er t-ne questions < 
told by Agents that ho could ansv^rer whatever questions he desired to, or 
could refuse to answer any he desired to.- At this time ^he remarked that he 
would answer the questions^ but did not desire to any anything that might 
incriminate him* 


Tthen about half through the interview he again expressed fear to 
Agents in the presence of his wife that he might have to go into Court and 
that he might get ’^balled up”, and he was told that Agents would discontinue 
the interview if he so desired; and would loave immediately; that Agents 
were there to protect his rights and not to violate thorn. However, he said 
that he would continue on and when the interviev/ was completed he asked 
Agents if he had said anything that would involve him and make it necessary 
for him to come into Couirt. He was told that Agents had nothing to do wjth 
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1 i\ i’tirc V in,i4 nil n 



continue 


Lp> ’~) C— 




that and that it would be up to the attorneye for the 


United States Government to decide that matter# He 
previously had been told that neither he nor the unions 
were under investigation, but that the investigation 
v;cs being coriucted to detemine if Federal laws had been violated. 


fwas then given the statement to read and he gave it to his 
wife and e^ked her to read it to him. After s he read the first two pa'ges 
she requested read the same t c whi ch v/as done# 

L ci T* +" Vi*Ti C"h C4 + OTnd'r>4*' Ucro c? o 4" Vi t tti ViO o o t rl ■> 4- r* + q rvr^ ^ 

sy 4 V 4 4W i ^ ^ ^ ^ T* GL O U * U4.W 0.1^1. NJl 1 J. 

v.as asked if he desired to sign the sairi^ cr not, and that he need not sign 
it if he did not care to do so. He scug?-v the advice of his wife who said 


that if it were true he should sign 


o'.:!d therefore did# 


idv: s .. u Agents 17- never hr^.d been arre sted in his life and 

as well as ’ . 

lat ne was not overly intelligent and i 
Lr;f ormit i on from Agents, and that he un- | 
doubtedlv hud been ccni^oted "v in ro^:ard to this investigation- ! 


later on. It v/as oy Agents 

it is felt that he r..s c-.once:':ec 



avc the following signed statement: 


^pringrieia, ill . 

Sept. 6, 1943# 

hereby give the following statement to' 

& v/ho p.re known to me to be Spec. Agts. of the~ 

^B.I. have been made me to procure this statement. 



"I am employed at Hine as 



I have been there since 
irst joined a mine union 


... w'- - 


^^Prior to 1932 there was no trouble between Elshoff and U.M.W. 
so far as I knov/* In 1932 when the Progressives were formed I joined 
the P.M.A. I took no active part in forming this union# 

don’t know what the relationship between P^M.A. and Elshoff 
was from 1932 up until the strike was. I don’t know of the management 
of mine B ever having said or done anything to make the men join one 
union or another or to make the men change from P.H.A. to U.M.W. 

never paid a lot of attention to the way the P.M.A. union 
was run from 1932 to 1957. I didn’t even attend the meetings# It didn’t 
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NTER\^E7: t:ith 



make no difference to me which union they had- I don^t 
loiov; how the money collected by P-M.A# from the miners 
vva E spent, there were lots of rumors but I don’t kn aw 
v/hat was done with the money. 


don’t know anything about the guilt or innooense of the P.M.A* 
men vvho v/ere sent up for bombings* 


wr 


i-ic V C i 


I- niir TT ITi f^lria4' T t ^ c? r\y^ o r TT L— 


around the Mine B from 1952 to 1937* I never during this period saw anyone 
around the mine trying to get the men to swing back to U.M-IT, from P.M.A. 


kno^v nothing about any parties being given by Elshoff for 
U.M.IS. officials or U.M.u. offil ^Is for Elshoff^ 


don’t recall much about the contract running out in the Spring 
of 1937. I’d rather not say anything about the wage question at all. 

was home the night before the mine closed and did not go to 

£xny meeting- 

’^'^hen I went to work the morning of May 12th, 1937, I really 
didn’t think there was going to be a strike. That Eifternoon I heard that 
vje were to quite v/ork and I quite and came home* I found out some time 
later why the strike was called but would rather not state the reason 
given me. On the day the strike started I saw some cars loaded short. 

They were I believe loaded short over a dispute over the contract. I don’t 
know whether the mine closed over the dispute over the vmge question or over 
the men v/ho were expelled from the union- 
’ll recall signing a petition for I don’t remember just 

v;here but I don’t think it was signed on mine property. I signed this of 
my own free will* 

did not hear anything about any petition the summer of 

1957. I never saw such a petition. 

don’t remomber whether I signed one or two petitions for 
P.M.A- IJiatever I signed 1 did of my own free will. 

wus not approached to join any U.M.TJ. local the summer of 
1937, I did hear that such a local had been formed* 

“I don’t recall anything unusual happening during the summer of 

19j^7^ _ 

wa.<* rxTi attc-mpt to thr mine in 1 P3T, 
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“ I I went to the mine that da y I b elieve someone came and 
told me they was going to reopen, I did not work that 


were there to protect the mine and our jots, I never sav/ anyone there 
but local 54 members • I went out there of my own free will# I was not at 
the mine v/hon the Marshall came out# 

did not go out when they attempted to open the mine in Dec* 
1937, I heard of it but did not go out* 


vote and I voted the way I want^^ ^ The election was by secret ballot and 
as far as I Icnow w^as honest. 

den^t recall an^'^hing about an attempt to open the Mine 
in January of 1936. 

kno%v that some of the men from Mine were working at the 
Jefferson mine in 1938. I don't knov; who they were though. 


thing about v/hat may have happened in regard to the Mine then I took 

no interest. 


telling mo to cone back. I went out on a Monday and went right to work* 
I understood that m-ic wore to got Union v^ages and I was paid Union wages. 
I paid dues to P.M.A# for some time after going back to work# iifter I 


like the way they were handling death benefits# 

'*1 joined of my own free will nobody forced me in any way. 

I think this v;as after the 2nd N.L.R.B# election* 

don’t recall signing any cards for either U.M.Vt# or P.M.A. tho 
summer of 1940# 


of my own free will the v/ay I wanted to* This election was by secrect 
ballot and was entirely honest so far as I know# 


but they got_ coal out of ono seotion of it in about 3 days* I know nothing 
about r;ny fire at Mine in 1939* I was not at the mooting at which 



day and don’t know v/hether anyone worked or not* I was 
at the mine about 10 or 12 days during the strike x we 


voted at the first Tv.L*R#B* election# I v;as not forced to 



'^Ahcn the Mine opened in 1939 I received a registered letter 



There wore some falls and slate in the mine v'hon it rc^openod 
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TNTERVIE:^ li.ITH 


as kicked out. 



”I have had Agent ^ 



read the foregoing eight 


page statement to me and to the best of my knovrledge 
ansd belief it is the truth, I am therefore signing it of my ovm vill. 

Signed: WSBtKKti 

B|HM|H^^M^Special Agent (E.R,!,)* (Milw.) 

S7 ,cial Agcjih, St. Paul, Minn, 

Springfield, 111. 

Sept. 6, 1943, 
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p 

han^ notos of' 

cravjTi from them* This statement "was presented t 
1943, at v;hich time ho pronounced it correct in all 
It v;as observed that 


anc 

took 

and a s ta t emont 
n September 2^ 
™and signed it# 


lie appearoG to be an 


etaij 

had an intellect above that of the average miner# 
dnest and reliable individual » It is believed that he 


would make a good and willing witness if called upon to testify# 
that he has no criminal record. 


He advised 


The statement given by } 


is as follows: 



HT7 

Sept. 1, 1943 

give the following statement tv- 
are known to me to be Special Agonts 'di' ztiQ 
Pedcral Bureau of Investigation # TJo threats or promises have been made 
mo to give statement and I make it voluntarily, cf my own froo will. 



was bor 


111# and I am a citizen of the 



old. 


starte 


tt that time ^ 

shoff got along OK so far 


U Union there* Up to 1932 the 0* 
as I know. During this time the union was alright so far as the men v;ere 
concerned , 


"hen the union split in 1952 I v/anted to go with the Progressives, 
I ^‘cnt over with the majority of the other men and did no organizing, 

^^rrorn 1932 to the time of the strike in 1937 r*M,A, seemed to get 
along OK \:ith Elshoff so far as I know, I dont remember anything imusual 
happening during this time* I did not kno^.' anything about the management 
at ' inc "B" being dissatisfied with F#I,\A* or wanting to get U,?i.'V# back 
in the mine* 


iiKjver h'^ard of the F*U.A. officials doing anything wrong and 

ft® ftc< T /t»i: +^Vi.n — i-Ki •i'V%iaYTi 4'Vi^- 

i-A L2 j. 1-4.* -AO X rv UXiV JlliLPli FYtL* W U-4 *. V VJ T»X Uli .+ 4.±>J VX IV * ‘ j '-'XiV*^ Xi-Aij.VAX\J\JL 

union affairs# I did not foel that the P,M.A. local was being run as a 

racket at i.;ino I knoiv F.V*A, had over 400 members there* I attended 

meetings only once in awhile it was so fee tc g: lo Springfield to 

att^"^nd after ho.ving :: all day. 
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He: JOK: L. LFTIS, TT AL 


c- 


I I'^TEH VIF.T T.^TH ”I believe the general feeling ajnong the miners 

at Mine "B" v/as that the 33 or so miners who 
was sent up for bombings had been framed, I 
was always satisfied vJith the P.M.A. officials and 
felt it was a good local, I never suspected any of them of doing anything 
v;rong with the money of the local, I think it was a good union. 


"BetvjGon 1932 and the time of th^^ strike in 1937 I never saw any 
* men picket Mine ”E”, So far as I know the did not hand or 

sent out any pamphlets to the Progressives cither at the mine or at the 
mens home. Prior to the time of the strike I was never approached to swing 
over to the and know of no spies in the P,K,A, local, during this 

period as' I recall things went smoth and there was no trouble* I never 
knew or hoard anything about any parties being given by Elshoff for U.MfT, 
officials or men, ^ ^ ^ 


>T> 




”I remember that in h^ar , 1957 ^he Union contracts ran out and 
that v/e worked for avfnile without a contract. As I understood it they 
expected to make a contract and any nay increase would be retroactive to 


'I AiiaL* 

us out at Tine 


1 LyJ i XliA ± O V - ^ 


I knew of no reason to believe that P.T\A, couldn^t 
get as good a contract as U.U, . and we expected the P,M.A. would get a 
contract. I dont remember any complaints being made over the mens pay in 
April and dont recall and work stoppages or other trouble at this time* 


”I didn^t go to the meeting the night before the strike but as I 
remember it I knev; the meeting v-as to be held, I think this was a special 
meeting and dont recall ho\v I heard of it. On the miorning of the day the 
strike started I vient to work as always * I didn^t hear any argument over 
v;ages that day but do remember hearing talk of some men having been 
expelled from P.M.A. I did not see or hear anything of cars coming up and 
of the mine being loaded short* hen I came up out of the mine and 
went home that night I did not knov/ there -was going to be any strike* I came 
back to the mine to go to .vork the next day and found the mine shut dovm, 
it was then I heard that the mine was closed because the P,M.A. men refuTed 
to work '.vith the expelled miners, A short time after the mine closed I 
signed a petition for h*M.A, ""o one forced me to sign this, and as far as 
I knov: everyone who signed it did ao because they wanted to, I heard that 
the got out a petition that summer but no one asked me to sign it 

and I dont know anything aoout the methods used to get men to sign. I also 
r erne mb e r Ta t e r on signing another P.M.A, petition, I also signed this one 
as the other because I v;anted F.lf.A, as my union,*^ I heard nothing about 
anyone being forced to sign this petition. ^ 


the summer of 1937 I heard that v/as forming a nev: 

local in Springfield, but no one asked me to join it, I did hear that 
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* * 

o 


Re : 


JOH'^ L. LINIS, ET AL 


’7ITH 




0 ^ 


"7 C- 

^ 7 ^ 


the U.h'.TT. had men going around trying to sign 
men up but I dont know anything about the methods 
they used* I once heard that during the strike 
Falscetti went over to the Jefferson mine to run 
it., I don’t knov; «^nything^about Tr, Llshoff owning any interest in or being 
a reciever this r.ine p 



have been shown by A^gents of the an affidavit dated 

Aug. 25, 1937 at Virden, 111. this affadavit refers to Charles Roth, 
who is now dead, telling me and others to attend a meeting. The 

information therein is true and correct and I reaffirm it and my signature. 
The statements in it were given freely by me and I v;as not forced to sign 
it or compelled in any way. 1 believe it was made at the Court House in 
Virden, 111. 


’'I remember that nine was rc-opened in the fall of 1937, I 

kne^/ it v;as going to o^en but dont recall just hov; I got notice of This. 

I believe someone phoned and tol me about it. I have no recollection of 
the Irogressives having held any meeting to decide what they '’ere going 
to do. As I remember I wont back the first day all ready to go to work 
but didn’t. I think that only about 5 or 6 men v;ont dowTi in the nine that 
day. Those men as I recall were Pete Carter, Cotton Ananias, Andy 
Schrelcvious * Tony ’Plotch, Dominic Pasqualc, Sammy, Frank Auston, John 
Sirtout, Geo* L Ibnory Jacaway (Father Son), Charles Eohanen and James 
P^ale. I believe they were ail in ".^D^king clothes and nobody^tried to 
stop them* I dont remember any body saying you had to join U.M, ' • in order 
to go to work. I dont remember that these men "./crc supposed to bo U.M.T, 
spies but do remember that they ■‘-/ont to work. I came on back home that day 
and vent back to the mine the next day to help with the picketing, I 

helped with this for about 30 days and then got a job 




voted in the first F.L.R.B. election as I had a right to do 
this and intended at the time to go back to vjork at mine As I 

remomber this election it 7;as fair and honest. The balloting r/as by 
secrect ballot and no one tried to influence me to vote one Tvay or the 
otlier, I voted P.!hA, because I believed in that union and still do. 


/ ^^Then the mine opened in Dec, 1939 I r'cnt back and worked one day 

I then quite. I quite and \;ent to v:ork at the Virdon -‘ino which is a P.M.A, 
j mine , I am still a P.b'.A. member. I quite the mine "E" because 1 had 
I anotHer job at the Virden Fine and felt I would rather work there. 
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Res JOei L. LEWIS, ET AL 


lyTERVirWWITH 




7 


/L, 





have read the foregoing statement of nine hand- 
written pages and to the test of my knowledge and 
belief it is all true* I am therefore signing 
this statement of my own free will. 


j- tn^-' o o o s i 


>ignez 


r(signed) 


special Agenl 


. I . SD^cia] Agent F .B , I . (I'ilv;. ) 

111. Sept. 2, 1943" 
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Re: JOfW L. ISiVIS, ET AL* 




UJTRRVISVr ',/ITH 


w^5 i ntiS T^i gW0d 



at his residence^ Springfield^ Illinois^ on 

September 1943. He appeared to be '^Tilling to answer questions put to 
him, but h.^d no knowledge of pertinent facts. He would not make a good 
v;itnes5. He furnished the follo>ring signed statement, 

'•Springfield , Illinois 

September 7, 1943 


make t he follovfing statement to 

anc I knov^ to be Special 

Agents of the Federal Biireauo^^westigat ion, Lh S. Department 
of Justice. V 



I presenTIy live 
and I am unemployed aFThis’”lTrae 


''The first mine union I joined was the United Ittne »Jorkers 
of Amerca whichv^l be referred to hereinafter as Ul6/. I joined 
this infl|||H|at dij.e ^3^. I worked at this mine continuously 

frcm^iPJto 1937, the day the mine closed down. 

"I never held an office in a nine union. I am not familiar 
with the circumstances at Liine B in 193^ which bro’ight about the 
formation of the Progressive dine **orkers of America which will 
be referred to hereinafter as the PMA* 


''I v-ras satisfied with the Ulli before 1932. I noticed no trouble 
betv/een hlshoff and UIW before 1932. 

"rtS far as I know Elshoff got along alright with the PlSl until 
1935 or 193& when it appeared he began to favor the Utff. T felt 
Elshoff seemed to be very friendly vdth some of the men v;ho seemed 
to be organizers. I cor.sider the follovring men who were working 
at the mine before it closed dovjn UlfJ organizers: Joe Albanese, And- 

Schrelevious j Dominic Pasquale, Pete Carter, Frank Austin, Tony Ploteh, 

John Sirtout, George Jacaway, Emory Jacaway, Charles Bohannon, and James 
Hale. 

’•None of these men ever talked to me. I heard they were Ujf7 
organizers from the other miners. 

'•I was satisfied vdth the I ^/ould still rather work under 

the Plii than the Ugh. Vrtiile I worked at Itine B. I vfas a coal digger. 
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Rp^ JOHN L. Lr-dS, et al. 





■‘I knovf r.othing of the wage scale controversy, 

"I heard about the laeeting on Uay 11, 1937. 

Some miner told me about it. I was not able to go to that meeting. I heard 
the next day some UMj' orgardsers hac been throvm out of PM at this meet- 
ing. 


INTERVIh.; h'ITH 



"I remember that the coal cars were shorted on !fey 12, 1937 but I 
Old not know why. 


"I never tried to go back to work at Itine B after May 12, 1937 when 
it later tried to re-open or \fhen it did open in November, 1939. I did 
not go back because I v^as too old and my health would not let me ivork 


anyino re. 


it is true an 


” Inasmuch as my eyes are n it f^ood I have ha 

read tnis statement to me consisting o 
correct , 



tv^o pages anc 



.witnessed: 


c 



RE: JOICI L. LEr;:iS, ET AL. 




hn.D> 



INTERVIEW. ;.1IH 



prt;sses himself with some difficulty and appears to have a poor memory, 1 
It is not fc^lt that his faulty memory is the result of any contacts that i 
might have been made with him* itlthough his personal appearance is satis- 
factory, it is felt that he would make a poor v;itness* I3e furnished the J 
following signed statement: 


ing" Special Agen'CS oi' me ^eaeral Bureau of Investigation* No threats or 
promises have been made to induce mo to make any statement* 


attended many union meetings and haven been to any since gas rationing. 


in 1S32 Vvhon the state w^ent Progressive* "k*hon I first started working at 
kine B everything seom.ed to be going alone fine. All the men were getting 


anything about any wage dispute or any questions about wages. I never 
heard axjj’bhing about any men working for United, At the time of the strike 
I was working in Box and remember that v^e all worked as usual until 
about 3 o’clock in the afternoon, when they told us to go home. "i«e didn’t 
know' anything about any strike until after the strike was called. 


being sent around to the mf^ni I went out to the mine in the fall when the 
men went on the picket line and stayed there off and on until the injunction 
was issued in Dec, of 1937* I used to come every once in a while, especially 
on Saturday nights to see my wife and clean up* I didn’t see einy fighting . 
nobodj^- said I had to stay out to the mine, 

remember that I voted in the NLRB election in Dec, of 1937. 

I remember that we all marched to the Armory in groups of about 15 or 20 


"9-6-43 



111 . 



the following voluntary statement to 
oth'" ' whom have identified themselves as be- 



fi 


I started to w'ork at Mine B in 1936 and had joined the Progressive 


+ V •+■ W 



company* 


It 


I was working at Mine B in the spring of 1937 and don’t know 


"I romember that a short time after the strike some Progressive 
men told me to sign a paper so I signed it. I don’t remember any petitions 
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RE‘ JOHN L. ET AL. 




men in a group# After the strike, some men cane to ny 
house and asked me to join United# I told them I didn’t 
want to join until all the rest of the men did. I 
remember that Bohannon came to my house sometiiLe in the 
fall of 1940 after I started back to work in Kine B and told me that the 
mine v/asn’t going to operate any more with Pregressivo men. Two other men 
were Virith Bohannon but I ion*t remember their names. They didn’t hit mo 
or threateix me in any way though. As I recall it, I started back to work 
p.t Mine F shortly after the new year started in 1940. 


t.ith 



*’I believe I joined the United Mine Workers in the winter of 
1940. I v:anted to keep ny job and was afraid of losing my job if I didn’t 
sign up v/ith United. Uobody ever told but we all felt that unless we 
joined United v:e would lose our job. Nobody ever hit me or threatened me 
in an attempt to get me to join<^ union. During the time I was at the mine 
I never sav; anyone hurt. 


"This statement of 3 pages has been read to ne I 
k it is true to the best of my luemory* I am still employedf^ 


Eino 


Signed 


Vii tne ssed : 



Special Agents, FBI^ U.S. Dept, of Justice, 




t 
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Re: 


JOHN L. LET.TS, ET AL 


I 

I (— 




INTERVIE-;. 



Special Ago^nti 
read nor v;ritc 
factory -..Ibnesr 


■was interviewe d at his honio "by 

can neither 

ngiisJi, nas a very poor memory and wouici not inake a satis- 
Ho failed to remember arLy details concerning activities 

ijrod from him; 


;,:ine B and the follov;ing stsitement was s 



Illinois t 

SeptemEer 2 , 1943 . 

to no Bureau of Investigation. Ho 

threats or otp 5 ^ e s have been mPde to me to g'^’t me to make a statement. 

I reside u1 

”I was borr 

in mP I am an Air.-rioan citizi:n,^ l “sTar1 
joined tiie dnited Hinc ..orkers at that time, 
any union. 



and came to the II #3. , 
b-jal mining in about M||H 
I have never hold an or^ce in 


”I went to work at t'ine B about 1935, as near as I can recall, and 
I was working there on the day of the ^ike. I don't know anything 
about the strike_^ I was working in E.^x^at th 
I donH remember - 


tile biiiie, iu5 


xuiig biiiiO , 


"After the strike I signed a petition at the Union Hall in 
Springfield. I was at t:ie nines on the picket line, three, four months. 
All the other fellows wore thoro.' I went' to show I was a good member of 
Progressive; someone told me to go, 

"The above is all I know about the trouble. 





(signed) 


itnessed : 



(signt^d"^ ) 


^ signed) 
^Cpoclal Agonto, F.B.I. 
"U. S. Dopt. of Justice 


**’'^ote: Above road t: by 

Agv,. nt he advisee 


contents v^3ro true." 
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Re; JOHN L. IL.IIS, El Al. 


i?70 


KTSRVIL-^ \ilTH 


Springfield, Illinois , 
was interviewed at his residence on September 7, 1943, .by 


Special Agents afraid 

of somethirg durS^wT^^i^rviewTDu^ wner^fs ^d if anyone had told him 
not to g:ivc informtion to the F.BmI., that no one had talked 

to him. He speaks English vdth difficti^ya^ inderstands it when spoken 
slowly. He claimed to have no criminal records If necessary, he is Trilling 
+ o t^^p+hfy, furnished the follov/ing signed statement. 


"Springfield, HI. 
September 6, 1943. 

follcY ^ang statement f reely and 


identified themselves to me as Federal 

Bureau of Investigation, No threats or promises have been 
made to me to ootain tills statement. 


"I presently 
I am empluyed at 

8HV 

irs bpringfield, 


reside 

tu the 
111. in 



"I first joi ned a union, the United liine *>orkers, in Spring- 
field, 111,, ir. I stajed in this union until 1932 when I 

joir.ed the Progressive ]h.ne 'Workers of America, I think it was 
before the election in February 1941 at Mine 3 that I rejoined 
tiie U.IJ. but I an not sure. I have never been an officer in 
any union. 

'’I started to vjork at Mine 3 about ./hen the P.M.A. union 

was organized in 1932, i -ifent, alor.g vath the majority. From that 
time until 1937 everythi,.g vras smooth at Ifi.ne 3. I >vas satisfied 
with the P.M.A. union and with the leaders of that mion, I would 
have been satisfied *.fith U.M/./. also because it manes no difference 
to me to vfhich 'jnion I belong. I just irant to be vrLth the majority 
in a union. 


’’Before the strike started in 1937 no one ever said anything to 
me about joining the U.M.b. I don't remember any talk about anyone 
tracing to force any of the miners to join a union, 

"I went to quite a few P.M.a, union meetings, but I don't re- 
member a meeting on the night before the strike started. I don't 
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o 


Re: JOHN L, LHlvTS, ET AL. 


A? 

h'>t> 


BTEaRVB.i UUH 


renenoer any talk about some men being kicked out 
of the P,Lr!*A, because of their working for U.M.W. 


(continued ) 


^■Cd the day the strike started I went to v;ork in !Iine 3. I don ^t 


know any r.^asujs for tl^e strike. I think the nmers were called out of 
the mir.ej u-y the P.IhA, officials, but I don 1 know for sure. I don’t 
knov; if any of the men vere loading their cars v;ith short v:eights. 

’’After the strike started, I don’t remember signing any petition 
for any union. 


ItLne B was goiiig to open in Sept, ber 193V. ITien the mine opened, I re- 
call that the P.L!,a, had a meeti.ig and voted to picket the mine if the 
ranagement tried to send men into the mine. The P*ILA. officials 

thought the U.Ur.** men v;ould try to go into Kine B. I am not certain 
v:hether the P.HA. meeting vvas before or after the nanagement -tried to open 
the mine, I recall that I v/ent out to the picket line vrhich the P.U.A. 
started to keep U.lhh. men from going into liine I went out to the 
picket line because I wai.ted to. No one forced me to go out to the 
picket line, I remember the federal inj^inction obtained by the mine com- 
pany, but I don know any reasons for it. 


for the P.M.-a, because I was a member of that union, and I liked that 
ur.ion and v;anted it to stay at Mine B. 


said an^jfhj.ng to me about joining After I went back to r-ork at 

Nine E lohannen came to my hone, and showed me a list of names of men 
v/ho he said had joined the U.L.h'. He did not threaten me, and did not 
tell me that I v;ould lose my job if I did not join the U.IJ.l'. However, 

I kr.ev; that I would lost my job if U*K.-. E^ot into Iline 3 and I i.^as not 
a member of it, so I joined up "'uth U.II.H, to save my job. I think this 
\;as before the election in February 1941- 


seem to recall that the. a job before the strike started in 

1937. 


\ 

v;as the only man irho ever talked to me about joining' 
the but he never did threaten me if I did not join the 


recall that I recei'^.^^'^ a from the mir e company that 


-‘-n the election at the State armory in December 1937 I voted 


’’prior to the reopening of the nine in November 1939, no one 


"I recall that 



had a job as an air-*checker, and I 
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hi 

■Jh 



Re: JOrlJ L. LE^flS, ET AL, 


INTERVIEW' ;;ITH 



n^uiuec 


"In the election in February 1941 I voted for the 
U.II.’V. because I was a niember of that union at that time. 
It did not nake any difference to me which union was 


in nine E. 


"This statement co^ sisting of this and two other typei-n"itten pages 
has been read to ne, and I state that it is true to the best of ray knov;- 
lt.-dge and recollection, ^ 


/lines ses : 



Special Ayents, FBI 
Springfield, 111 '■ 
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JOHI' L. 



Re j 


is T 

b^D 


icteryie^ed by 



I^;TERVI2' ^ 


at hi? residence^ IlJ.xnois 

on Septe'ibar 2, 1943. He appeared *willing to anrwer the questions put to 
hi:r>^ and ’"ould 'willingly testify to the facts set forth in his ai^ned 
sta tamer tv 


The follotving is the signed slat.aiiient of 



[Illinois 

September 2, 1943 

, make the follov^ing voluntary stetenent 
whom I knovj to be Sp^ecial Agents 


nveo^ gatidh^ U. S«Departeient of Just ice • 

Illinois T^hen I v:t:THHpears old. ^hav^livea in the 

Illinois all my life* I first joined a mine union in |||||^H| 
at inois« This was local 443 of the United j-.'ine TiTorkerB of ■ 

America, referred to here inafter as the UllrT ^, The on ly office I ever held 
in any .nine union wa? 

presenxiy reside ' 




"Appr oximaxexy spea/^ing, i srarxec woricing ax jsLine 
and continued working there until Kay 12, 1937 when the mine shut doSST 
I never went back after tha t d^r te for any reason v:hatsoever. As I mentioned 
above, I joined the blT' in ||^|^ and remained a member of that union until 
September, 1952 r hen I'ine B went over to the Progressive I' iner V^orkers of 
America, referred to heroinafter as the K/A. , I felt that the HIA was a 
very good union and believed it had capable leadership. The' inembers of 
the union soened to got along alr ight v.mth their union officials. I’m 
speaking of the PKA. 


"I do not knervv ho^v Elshoff got along with tho prior to 

1932 or :.is reietionship with F* A from 1952 to 1937. During the time I 
vorked at *-ine E, I only at ended one union meeting, and that was a PKA 
meeting. I did not go to tho Pi'A meeting held on tlic night of Kay 11, 

1937. 

”So7ietinc in the first part of April, 1937 SDine aggitators 
v/ere working in Fine B and trying to get the F:'A miners to join the UJIV, 

Those nen, all of ’\vhon I knen: at tno nine are; Joe A^lbanesc, Cudge B^urrigarner, 
John A*nanias, Janos Hale, Tonj** Flotch, j^idrew Schrolovious, John Sir tout, 
Frank Austin, Fete Carter, Dominic Fasquale, George J^oav'ay, Qnory jeeav/ny. 
end Charles Bohannon. 
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-*whQ I never overhcsr.rd thoeo threEts or. bo*, the fights but I 

hee.rd Eoout then; froi^ other irinors. I heai’d also that thoao UIJV aggi tators^ 
v^cnt to the ".verb house and cut up tho PI'A Trinor's clothos so thoy couT^^ 
not be 'worrjc* This happened after tha mine re-openod in irovember^ 1939* 

I voluntarily joined the FIA in 1932 \vhen John L, Levels officials etolo 
the ballot boxes. It v/as ny under etanding frox FIA officicls that in 1937, 
Flshoff v/a s to pay retroactive pey dating back to April, 1937, but ho did n 
do so, I did not attend the HiA Treating on Hay 11, 1937 vhon sot!io of tho 
ar: itetors ivore expelled from KA for agglt ating for 17117, but I heard about 
it the next day at the nine# 

^On Hay 12, 1937 the r mbers the Hui Pit Connittco told tho 
men V'ho had b^^en expelled not to go into the mine# After I had gone into 
the mine, a no; her of the FI-^ Fit Committee told mo to load ny cars short 
as the expo 11 od miner t had been penaitted to enter tho nine by Elshoff# 


loading a-ae not do to the "'age scale natter, I signed the FIA petition on 
hay 26, 1937 to shcra I nas a maaber of PJi., This v;as the only petitioi- I 
aigned. Since I did not attend union meetings, and vjas not an official of 
the union or h.'ve any dealings vjith the Operators, I kri6".'i very little about 
tho vrage scale question, or have first hand LuaoivlodgG about tho labor 
or rani z ing. 


office at the nine a lareo nui“ber of timos in Anril. 1937- I don^t knor/ vrhat 

tj- ^ ^ — _ _ _ — ^ — 

they said, but it is belief that the UIH' bought Elshoff off to get tho 
contract cvnd the bargaining rights but I have no *«.vay of furnishing ovidonoo 
to prove it# 


h:lf p-pes of this statomont and it con ..ains tho truth to the best of iry 
•rnoreledgc • 



sav: the gg - ita tor s mentioned in this statement, outer Elshoff*6 


“I have cca'Gfully read and fully understand the t7;o and one 


/s/ 



c 


Rej JOHN L. LijkTS, IIT «.L, ^ 


ip ? 


i B’T5R:VIE.. -VITH 






ap- 


peared ci o':!erative but it is not felt that he v/ould make a good ■^a^ness 


because of of knou’'ledge of v^hat occurred durii:e; the trouble at 

}&i e |||fl||m^§ advised that ho v:as a good friend of PETS C.JITER, 

v:ho is oi.e of the alleged U1T-' spies, and thai. he thought these men 
(the spies) ’^uerc right in acting as they did^^. He furnished the follow- 
iiig signed statement* 


promises of any kind have been mde to cause me to make this state- 
ment . 


the and the fine ^3’ officials got along as i . .iS I 

understaiid it the Progressive Union was former because of vrage 
trouble and the votes being stolen in 193^* - never had any 
part in forming this ui^ion and have never held an office in either 
the PiLi. or the U'f.h* I joi.ncd the Progressives aloj g ^hth the 
aajority at tdne 'B ’ . 5o far as I know the Prof^ressives got 
along as well with ;ir. Llshoff as tlie Uill* did. I don 't think that 
the .'nanagJiTient T/as p..rtial towards eithc r union. 

’’I thought that the Progressive TJnion voas fine in the beginning 
and favored it up to the time of the strike in 1937. 

"The strike at i?inc '3' in hay of 1937 started because of a 
dispute over v.'ago s. H i.pQ '3' wasn t paying as rnuch as some of the sur- 
ro’jnding nines. ^^yHMsignc-d a temporary coidract but it didn't pay 
as much as the newUKlT contract. Shortly before the strike I re- 
member i^eto Carter, Fiank j»ustin, Tony Plotch, John ’Cotton' ^cnanias, 
John Sirtout, George and Jacavfay, Charles ;V'hanron , and James Hale 


’•Springfield, 111. 




I started norkin 

ijine j'oi'kers of „ 


I started at line 'B' 
Between and 1932 




and 1932 
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arai a few others were saying that they wereh *t going 
to work for less wage I think that these ben wore 
right. WiGse. oen were Pro^es8iv6s bUft they said 


that the;’’ v/eren t going to 'scab* on the other sines^ irtie cane pUt and said 
that they ;;ere going to^ join UlfWA. I never attended any' meetings at which 
any of the above named taen were suspended or expelled, I don't recall 
any meeting the night before the strike, 


knoTf a thing about the strike ikitil we were called out 
the .afternoon of May 12, 1937, because we couldn 't -make 
I Mr, Elshoff. ' I didn't load any coal short on the day 
of the strike, but understand that some of the miners did load coal short 
that day. , 


an agreement wit 


**I recall that about iT Wi including tiie men named above called 
the progressives 'scabs' and vr^i^^n strike a short time before the big 
strike on Ifay 12, 1937. ^J'tor these men struck some of them were ex- 
pelled by the PMri, I thank that these men went on strike on ^pril 27, 
1937 after the first pay clay vfhere t:c di±i't get a raise. 

"I recall signlrig one petition for the Progressives before we 
•'cnt back to work. 


"The men mentioned above formed a new local and Pete Carter, 

who Tiras a good friend of nine, tried to get me to go to their mectiiigs. 

"During the 'Set Dovm Strike' at Mirie 'B' I spent about a month 
picketing, './hile I vfas there I never saw any attempts to open the mine 
by UMA. 

I 

"^.fter the doverriment stopped the picketing I voted at the NLRB 
election, niiich was conducted very fairly. The Pnjgressives von the elec- 
tion 404 - 25 . nfter the election I don't know of any attei!^:>ts by DUNL 
men to reopen the mine. 


"*i’hen I went back to Mine 3 a couple of months after it opened 
I was still paying dues to the Progressives. I rcnBined ^"'regressive 
for a couple of months before switched over to UUi.i, I changed over be- 
cause,! thought the Progressives were losing and I wanted to protect uy 
job. No one ever threatened or beat me to get me to join UJtJA. I went 
down to a meeting and signed up there. If I quit Mine B t he 

told me that they couldn 't do anything for .u.: 

I had to jcLi UMiL. to keep my job. 
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"I voted in the second NU13 election. Olfci 
won this election. 


Continue dj 

'Ut the present time I prefer UlSI*. 


'has read the above thi’ea and one half (3i') pages 
of stat.eiuem,s io me. The same are true and I do hereby sign ny name. 


"Witnessed! 


/S' 

/S/ 




gt. F.B.] 
fpeci O. F.3-T-" 
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RE: JOHN L. LE/TS^ ET AL 


hn. c>' 






TNTERVIK. v.’iTH 



a limited expression. He can understand only plain and simple questions. 
He said he is "jilling to testify in court, tut i^refers not to. He claimed 
to have no crijiiinal record. 


Ti'orkers of America in 1932, vhen tho mjority of the men at Mine B T.'here I 
working did. I didn't take ar^* part in organizing the P.K.A. and went 
with the majority of the :ien. 

^Trom 1932 until 1937^ there was no trouble beti^en the P.K.A. and 
the mine management. The F.IT.A. always treated me all right, and I had no 
fault to find. The U.M.i*'. had always treated me all rij^it, too- It made 
no difference to me one union or another. I don't remeirJDor ^any P.M.A. meet- 
ing the night before the strike. To the best of cy I don^t think 

anyone went into the mine on the day of the strike. I don t remember who it 
was that told me tc stay cut of the mine that day. I heard that the strike 
was called because the Mine B management said they didn't want the P.M.A* 
in the mine, that they ’i;anted the U.JI.hl I don't remember any more about 
it*. I don't know if U.M.hl had any organizers or agitators in the 
mine before the strike or not* 

"I think I signed a paper for the PJJ.A. shortly after the strike^ 
which paper said that there we -e more P.M.A. men tliat U.U* T7, in the 
raine, tliat the P.H.A. didn^t w^nt to fi^t, they just wanted to work. Some- 
time, I thirik it was that siumaer, , before the mine ope^ned, two .ion, whose 
names I don't know, one an Italian and one a Lithuanian, cane and asked me 
to join the U.M.hl I told them I wouldn't sign, and they left. They didn!t 
t'xrcaton me, but told me tliat conditions would be better for me if I joined 


"Springfield, 111 
September 4> 1943 



Federal Bureau of Investigation, of own free will, witii no threats or 
promises made to me. 




I joined the at Springfield, 111. I joined the Progressive Mine 


the U.n.17. 
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INTERVIE; T.7TH 
(contirAied) 


^In the fall^ of 1937, I >)ent out to ^tbe 


picket line at the mlxie. wSre told 
ly the P.M^A. that we were picketing 


to keep the jobs for ourselves, and away from 'the All the men on the 
picket line were Mine B men. One nig^it a man came to the mine, and told the 
men to leave. All left quietly, ^ . 


ae to come back to work. A short while 'ai ter I started 

Pasquale came to ny room, and tried to g^t me to join the ^He told me 

T Ko 3>>1 o +/^ TJnT*]/- 'I+. +Hci sr T inT n ITT-TTf. Wft 

J_ V U VW •* M m. W* V w^W Ja< j 4 ^ w »*• -f w ^ v * « « 

tiireaten me, and 1 never vjas hurt, £lthcrj>.:h I did hear of men getting beat 
up in other boxes. 


Sirtout, told me I rouldn’t get ^y track laid near a i;all and I wouldn t 

get a good room, unless I signed *ith the U.li.e', I had to lay some of the 

track myself. I joined the U.Mf ', , because Sirtout told me I TJOuld have 

better conditions. This is the only reason I joined U.M."'. 

ar.d ■wouldn't get a job amnihcrc else, I liked the P.M.A,, ai 

fied with it, although, as I said before, all unions arc the same to me. 

In the election of December, 1937, I -rotod P.M.A. because most .of the men 
sc-emed to want it. In 1941, I voted for TJ.M.E. at the elGction, because 
I was a memb :r at that time, and because I didn t -want any more trouble at 
the mine . 

"I htiVe had the for. .going, consisting of about ti»ree pages, read to 
me, and I swear it is the trutn to the best of cy knowledge.” 


’’About two weeks after the mine opened in 1939, 



told 


’’Sometime later, before I joined U,?'.TT. , some man, I tJiink it '^s 



/s/ 



’iritnesses: 



Srx^cial F.3.I. 

Sprint^field, 111." 







REt JOHN L. LE^aS, ET AL 


V/ INTEITylEVT ^ITH 





WB.B 

Agents 

delib'^rate in his actions' 



Springfield^ IlllODis^ 
Special 

is very 

speech, but ivhen he ivanie 16 Hfc can express him- 
self so that )ie can be understood* ^ understands fiagllsh^ bat claims to be 
uii^^bT 0 to read very well* he was arrested once by mietaJce, but it was 

not on a oriminpl charge . H||H^^5Atd he ia not afraid to tell the truth as 
he knows it.* 



N 







^furnished the following signed statement! 

"Springfield , 111 • 

September 8, 1943* 

atatament freely and volun- 
tarily to have identified tha&aelves 

to me as SpecTaTAg^^BOX^cf^i^ae^ilBureeLUO^ Investigation. No threats 
or promises have been msde to me to obtain this statemant# 

Springfield, Illinois* I was 

and came to the T^nitad States in^ 
my"CiXTzr^&h-ip td'-rough my father when he was naturalised, but 
don^t remember the date. I am presently working at Mine 

"I first joined a union, the United Mine '^^orkere, in 
Springfield, 111* I stayed in this union until 1932 when I joine^xhe Progres- 
sive Mine workers of America* As I recall I rejoined the 17*11.^* just before > 
the election in February 1941* I never have held an office in any union. 

I 

”From 1932 until 1937 while I .“was working at Mine B, everything 
seemed to be 0*K* The P*M.A. union was satisfactory so far as I was concerned, 
but it really made no difference to me which union I was in because I thou^t 
one union was as good as any other. 


born 

I acquire 



"As I recall after the strike started BOHAMON came to my house and 
asked me to join the I did not say "yes" or I just told him 

that I would see about the matter later. 5HRELEVI0US was with BOHANNON; the 
younger JACAWAY was also present. No threats were made to me at this time. 


"After the mine reopened in 1939 there was a new bunch of man In 
the mine* Every few days a new bunch of men would come into the mine* They 
did not do any work, but merely walked around mine and talked to the men# 

I think these men were changed frequently so that the men working in the mine 
would not get to know these men* 

"One night after the mine reopened. Mine B I mean, a big man whcs e 
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name I don’t know^ came to my house emd wanted me to elcn 
up with U.M. He said that the men would have good woric^ 
ing conditions in Itine B if they joined but if they 

stayed in P.M.A*, the conditions would not be good*\ 


”l recal] that BILL SIRTOUT was always asking me to join He 
talked to ji o rlmost e very day. He said that if ^ did nat join I would 
not have any job. 


”I finally joined H.M.W. because T thought I had to to keep my job 
at Mine B, I had no fault to find with Pc-M.A.. end merely signed up with 
to keep my job^ On the day I signed vp wjta U some man 'vhose name I don’t 

remember joining niine# Wien I came to 

heard that some men were beat up at Mine but I don’t know 

their names. 


’’I don’t kiicw why the 5.trlke L]tF-,rted. I don’t know if the miners 
were loading cars with short WL^ights on the day the strike started. I found 
cut about the strike after I hai coLol^bed my work on the day the trouble 
started. I was told that the men were not working any more. I don’t remember 
who told me this. 

. 

remember that I signed a petition for P.M:,A. shortly after the 
strike started. This petition was to show that the P.M.A. had most of the 
miners at Mine B in their union, and that they wanted to go back to work* 1 
don’t recall any other • petitions . 

received a notice from Mine B in Septamber 1937, as I recall, 
that the mine would .reopen. The notice said that the mine would open with 
U.M.iv. men only. I recall the picket line in the fall of 1937, but I don’t 
remember how the picket line was decided upon, purpose of the picket was 

to keep men from going into Mine B to work because we of the 

felt we had the right to protect our jobs. 3^ remember that the P.M.A, official 
used to pick up the miners and take them out to ' the mine to the picket lino. 
!They told me to go out to the picket line, but they did not threaten merer 
force me to go * I only saw Mine B men in the picket line. 

''in the elettion in Bec^iber 1937 at the State Armory I voted for 
the P.M.A. because I liked that union as well ae I liked the U.M.W*, and I 
knew that most of the miners preferred the union. 

don’t remember how I w)ted in the election in February 1941. 

At this time I was a member of the because I knew that I would have 

been beat up if I had not joined when I did. 










REt JOHN L. LB5«riS, BT AL 






*^^^hen BILL BIRTOUT talked to me ak^t fining the 


T 


if I did not join the TJ*M*liT^, I knen^ that he meant that I 
would get a beating if I did not join the U»MUWt 


'^'iTh^n the nine attempted to reopen in September 193 7, FALCETTI 
told the me“ rhat if th3y did not join they would not, go down into 

Mine B, and th^z the company 'was not going to work Mine B witib. P»M*A* men any- 
more* He said that they woukd never open Mine B under a P«M*A» contract any 
more, and that the mine would be under U*M/7* only. 




”This statement consisting of tjfo oth.ez" t\7>efwr itten pages 

has been read to me, and 1 state thav ^ to Uie best of my knowledge 
and recollection,” 


*h‘lTNESSES; 



Special Agents, 
Springfield, 111.” 










Re: JOHN L. LETJIS, ET AL 




mxH 



furnishe 


he read the 


same over but then said that he would not sign it unless he was in Court 
f>nd was told to sifn it and he also mentioned that he would testify to that 
in Court jf r.e v/erc called u pon» He also advised a^nts the Information 
was true* It noted that a rather intelligent individual 

and readily understood the quest^n s a_3ked him and it was nctej that he la 
very well versed in union ng.tters^ 




The follo\7ing is the statement ob.'.ained frojr 






this frtje a rri voluhhiary sLaLeneni: • 

who are knov/n to ne to be Special Agents pf the Federal "bureau of Invest i- 
gation, U# S. Department of Justice, l-o threats or proniiscs have been made 
me to give this sustement, ' 




’^Prior to 1932 when was there at Kine B the loc^l was Just the 
sane as any other UHW local* Everything was fine and dandy between UlffT 
and Carl Elshoff that I know of before 1932* Wien John ’L* Lewis caused the 
trouble around 1932 and they turned over to PMA I did not like the idea 


as I never liked to see too many organizations for us rniners* But when the 
split came I went over to with the others because they were the c^" -^roU- 
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•'Between 1932 and the time the mine closed I never knew 
of any difficulty between Carl Elshoff aiij PMA. 'When 
I first became president Elshoff and I had an understand- 
ing that if any cases were brot up that they would be 


decided according to the contract which was then in force and Elshoff said 

, I never had any trouble with Elshoff as long as 


any trouble or strikes or slow-do’^jn? at k'ine 3 and things went along 

very fine and nice. 


or Elshoff make any re^narks th:;t they liked UTf,7 better or wanted them back* 
T^either did they do anyi*hing to my knowleoge of trying to get UMW back at 
th^.t time. 


closed that there TOuld be small fights and troubles especially around 
election tir^ies as the men would h: ve too many drinks^ etc. but it had 
nothing to do v;;Lth the coal company* There would be men who wanted to see 
thoir friends in as officials -^nd naturally they T^ould get to arguing about 
the matters. 

•'I said then and still say now that in any local union there is 
too much profiteering in them. In connection local 54 they were no 

more racket ridden than any i ^ . .^^^ ^^.1 ^ j^uld se em to be run alri^ . 

but there a few such as and several 


way or another* I was very active in PIIA prior to the time th^ mine closed 
and attended most of their meetings* Some of the miners felt that those P!JA 
men convicted in the bombing cases had an injustice to them. I never had 
any opinion on the matter but I knew quite a few of them personally^ 


a IC^ levy on all miners and this was called a strike fund and was to be 
used for helping miners in other locals who were not working* I don't 
think that all of this money went to the strike fund but went toward salaries 
and other .... ^ ... - ^ 



cases were disposed of satisfactorily- I believe 
I never had any trouble with OSCAR FALCETTI then 



either. 


''Betv/een 1932 and the time the r-inc closed do^Tn there never was 


"between and the time tioe mine closed I never heard Falcetti 


''I recall tha 



[and up until the mine 



"Between 1932 and 1937, while I was president, there was passed 


basis 
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not even under bond. There were 12 men on this board 
who took care of this money. There ¥rere ho other out- 
standing ^special assessments outside of the regular 


I j rn nw tihlSft 


ing 1932 and 1937 a lot of the members were able to get gas covpons from 
the loc'?! if ±hey had to do sonething on union business and a lot used to 
get such gas. 


’^The officers and other expenses and salaries ell came but of the 
general fund of local 54- The death fund was handled O.K* as far as I 
know. If there was any crookedness with the money affairs it could have 
happened in the 1.0% levy but I don't knor; for sure if anything wrong did go 


rrru ^ 'I ^ ^ ^ , 

lilt: e 




inu» mrA 

A1JC7 1^A3A 


officials_ however_ did make regular reports to the miners at the meetings 
as to what happened tc their local funds. Kov;ever, this 10^ levy was not 
accounted for as it was a sp eci al set u p, IThen the Special strike fund was 
disccntinued by local moved to Michigan,- 

At a special meeting in at 

15 men voted to remove the asressmei^t , several 

others opposed 




"'VThiie we had our Progressive union at Mine B, there were rumors 
around that there were DIRV men out trjlng to get the PUA to go back to the 
UMTt' but none of them ever approached me. During this period there was no 
picketing at !fLne B by the that I know of, I did see some white papers 
scattered along the lane leading up to the mine once but whether this was 
UMT; literat’^e or not I could not say, I knew nothing about any paid UMW 
spies or organizers being in the PMA local prior to the strike. 




the TMft men or officials. 


AJ-*- ^ l-r* J. M 


f 01* 


"I remember when the contract be'tween the Progressives and the 
operators ran out in Ifer. of 1937, at that time a temporary agreement 
was drawn up as I recall and white slips with t he sub stance of this agreement 
on them v/ere passed aro^md among the men, There was no feeling 

at this time that the Progressives would not be anxe to get as good a con- 
tract as good as the'Ulf;? or anyone elsCj^ I remeniber no arguments or disputes 


over this. 


There was never any trouble at the lEiine ovt;r the wage question 


so far as I know. I never had F^lsetti or Elshoff say anything to me about 
the agreement between the union and the corapany_j_ I believe that the 
company did have some slips shoeing the nature of the agreement, bit I don t 
know exactly what the nature of this was at this tirae. 
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7 

-4, 


7o 



"I did not attend the meeting the night before the mine 
closed out^ I do recall the contention over the 5 
men who were to be expeXi^-T'* I remember telling Bome 
of the trial board members that the charge that ttey 
had placed apainst these men was a serious one, a bad thing and would (Xily 
cause trouble unless they had good proof of the charges made. I think that 
this was a special meeting of the trial beard and was handled in the same 
way that all such matters were handled. I went to work the morning of the 


rW'f' +.Vici Ct+ Irra + ViA wt/^-v-i+- + rv «« « *T 

tJVJ. TT^iiU V n J. fV Oil 


J- ICiatSiULKTA XLr bllO 


men worked nost of this day_ I think that I heard that the loen were being 
called out about 5 min, before quitting time* I do know that during that 
day the men v^ere going oround wMspe. :.-ie to the other to load the cars 
short. I dont have any idea ’who started this nor do I know what it was 
about. I doHL knov; to this day why tho strike started that day, some 
said that it v/as over pa;^ ^ome that it was over loading the cars shorty 
I never heard it said th:.t it was over the man who were expelled from the 
union. I dont remember hearing anything about the' management refusing to 
fire the nien expelled irom the union. X h5.ve often wondered why this strike' 
was called^ I believe that if every man had tended^ to his own business that 
this mine would have never shut dovui. 


believe I signed the PMA petition of May 26, 1937^ as I recall 
we signed this petition out on the road in front of the mine and those 
that didn’t get to sign It there were visited at home and given a chance' to 
sign it* I signed because I thought as long as we had a H!A union out there 
we had a chance of getting a contract I felt ‘at this time that in a few 

wo TJUrMll O r-ir^m+ 

V iJK J U A ZJi W m 


'*! did not hear of or sign any petition for the UlfflT. 


'*! dont remember signing specific petitions but think I signed 
one or t wo t hese vjerc all for FMA. 

"During the surmer of 1937 I read about the UMW starting a local 
in Spring. £ll I knew was what I read in the paper. I remember that Chas. 
Bohanon vras president of it. 

dont recall any unusual activity or events during the suimaer 
of 1937_ I did hear that some of the nine B men had gone to the Jefferson 
Mine to work and heard that Falsetti was over there as boss of the mine. 

I remember signing the affidavit which has been shown me by agents of the 
this affidavit was made at Virden, 111. Aug. 25th, 1937, and concerned 
statements made to myself and other miners about going to UMVT neetings, 
this statement is true and the signature attached thereto is my own. Later 
on learning of this Mr. Falsetti told Roth that he had no power to make any 
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such statement to these Jalsettl wasrprfetjfy sore 

about this^ I dont remember who else was” present at 
the time Falsetti made this statement • 




’'I remsmber the attempt to reopen the mine in Septr, of 1937^ I 
believe that I read in the paper that the .:iine was to be reopened at that 
time. On thu morning the rrAxie was reopened the officers from both local 
■unions were there. Falsetti stated he T^anted 50 men to go to work, 

hben Progressive men wo'jld coine up to go dov.n to work_ l£r. Falsetti would 
shake his head and not let them workj_ I dou t remember anybody going to 
vork that morning. I do know that the ‘ac-rning -we started picketing no one 
v/ent to work; I remember some of th who were there 'ohat moining among 
them "Saniny^*, Andy Schr^ ^elisus^ Domoric Pasqu-ile, Cotton Ananias, Charles 
Bohanan and James Hale. I at the niiie most of the time during the picket- 
ing^ I looked after the oedicol supplies, incre %?as no regular meeting 
held _the. boys just met and said that ii they couldn't go dow n w asn*t 
nobody going dotm. I i.- lieve uhat the picketing started the same morning 
that they tried to oper the . I never heard of there being any thugs 
brought in to help in this picketing, soma of the fellows had men from the 
other mines come and visit them_. this was diiring the day and these men took 
no active pert. The men 7«'ere just there to protect there jobs and were ready 
to go to avork at any time. I was there when the Marshall came out to tell 
the men to leave the mine. ’PTien the M^^hail cane out the union officers 
ran like sheep and the conmitteemen also left_j_ I called the men together 


and the Morsriall addressed the men 


he read ti^e InjunctiDn and pirined 

it up. One of the n^n jumped up and ^aid we didn*t have to leave I asked 
him how long he would give us to leave the mine^ this was about 7 pm^ 
^^^ shal l said he couldn’t say hOT long he could give us but that he 
\ns going to be a very busy man until 12.30 amj_ I told the men that I 
didn’t knov7#iat they were going to do but I was leavin g af ter some discussion 
most of the men decided to do the same_ of then said something about 

breaking windows and such, but I told them not to do that. Later- 
came out and he told the men that I had told then right and that he wo^ 


J. .. T 'I A. 1 J 

uexx bnoHi uu 



T T -i _ 4- ws ^ 

X uexxtJVt; uiit; met- uamu 


officers said I had no business to tell the men to le^vb^thiF was 

10 said I v.’-asn’t running It end that ti'ey didn't hav^ 
know of the UlT/.' coming out and causing any trouble at all 
while we v;ere out there on strike. Everything in^s cleaned up and gone by 
12:30 am. 


"I heard about the attempt to open the mine of Dec, 13th but we 
did not go to the mine. 


"The first labor election was held by se erect ballot^j^ no' one 'tried 
to.’focce me to vote one viay or another as I remember now I vjted PlfA. 
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Re: JOHN L. LETHS, ET AL 


s 



:;lthough this was against my principles as I felt it 
would be well to go back to HMW. This was so far as 
I know a good honest election in every way. 


'’I d ont recall going to the mine ivhen they attempted to open it 
in Jan. 1938 . 


'■‘I didn't go near the mine during thio time up until the mine 
openedj_ I did not attend any meetings and took no active part in irtiat 
was going on at this tine. I never heard anj'thing as to why Elshoff would 
not sign vdth or how he was able to keep the mine closed all this time, 

"I got a letter telling me ccme back to work in Nov. 1939, 
within a certain n'Jnb;r of days, I don't remember how many. I started back 
to work ^bout two days aft.er the mine opened this wrs on a Sunday. When 
I v/ent back to the mino no body sa^d to me. I had no understand- 

ing at all as to wige'S v.han v.'e rent back to ^7J■^k, we just figured it would 
be the regpilar union w:-'ge scales I thlik that I joined the UlIN prior 
to the 2nd. NIRB elecoionj nobody approached ne to join the UM17. One PJiA 
man asked me wha.t 1 t7.;s going to do_ I told him I w^s going back. I was 
discusted because some of the P?ih men had been able to get all they wanted 
from Pl'iA relief but when I was out of a job nobody seemed to care or want 
to do anything for us, they did send word that there was five bars of soap 
but I told them I ccildn't eat soap. TaePIA nan who approached ne was 'the 
PIIh local soct. a fellow by the none of He really came to talk to 

ne ^bout v*iy I wosn't paying my dues to was not threatened and don't 

know of anyone ivho was. I have heard rumors of men being beat up by UlIW but 
I have ny first tine to see any of it. I dont know anything about any acts 
of favortisn on the pert of the management for either U)I7T or PlilA. I dont 
recall signing any cards for either. PMA or HfY up until the time I rejoined 
the UIJT. I did nothing to influence anyone to join the UM7^. 

"I voted at the 2nd, NLRB el9Ction_so far as I know it was an 
honest election just as same as the other one vras. Nobody said anything 
to ne either way. The election v.’as by se crect ballot and as I recall the 
report was won by UW. 


""chen I tTent back/ to work in I-iine '*B" it was in very bad shape. 
Boxes 2 and 9 have never been reopened. All of the cars and rails in these 
sections were lost. I dont know of any fire at nine Bwh^^^ was closed. 
I did not hear of nor attend the meeting at wJiicr.^^^^^^Sjjjfcwas kicked 
out. 


”i have read the foregoing statement of 3 pages and to the best 
of my knowledge and recollection it is the truth in its entirety. I am_ 
therefore_ signing the same of ny own free will and initaling each page*thereof 
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Re: JOHN L. WftlS, ET AL 


is? o " 
hVi. 



£igned 


(continued 


Iread the same and said it nas true 

but he would not sign it unless he was in 
Court ard was told to sign It. 


Witnessed 


Spe ciai Agent, f . b.i . , 
St. Paul, Ihnn. 





/ 



Rc; JOHN L. LE'.MS, ET AL 


hlc^ 

y')t^ 


INTERVIE7,' "ITH 




Sprijutfield* 



emd 


at ni5 res: 

SeptoictfCT 6^ 1943, by Special Agents 
This nan speaks and imderstands English w3 
iiri'icuity* \Je^^TTinple questions must be asked of him. Ec said he is 
'willing to testify in court. Ec claimed to have no' criminal recofd. It 
is notod that his name, as used by his children in school, is also spelled 


The following si sued statement was obtained fronj 


% 


•Springfield, 111* 
Septecher B, 1943. 

make the following statcTnent freely and 

Yo threats or promisos have boen made to me to obtain this statement# 

”I am living at 
e mpl oyed at liinc B. -I 'lA’as 

came to tho United States^ ana was narurnlitca^ in 

I joined the United !-!inc ''Torkers whon I was working in 
"\?hen I came to the United Statos I becamo a membor of 
0 country. I had to join again because I did not transfer 

my mombership. I joined the Progressive L'inc TVorkers of America in 1932# 

I have never been an officer in any union. 







"Sinec^m Vfhen I started to 'work at "^'ine B, I have worked in 
several mines around Springfield* '.hen the P.II.A* started at Mine B in 
1932, I had no part in the formation of that union. I just went along with 
the najoriby of the men. After 1932 things vjent along 0*K, at Mino 
I was satisfied with the F.K.A., but 1 think I would have been satisfied 
with U.rc'A’lA too. 


•On the day tho strike started, I did not hear about the strike 
until I finished -my i-Jork in the mine. As far as I know, no one in nty 
parting Toaded their cars with short weights that day, I don^t remember 
who told me that there ^as a strike at the mine. 

t 

'*Aftcr the strike started I don't roneniber signing any petition 
for any union. 

"I was on tho picket lii^^iii the fall of 1937, As I recall I rode' 
out to the picket line with I did not gat any notice that the mine 
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Res JODJ L, LDTIS, ET AL 


^ "7 ^ 


wae in the fall of 1937. I recall 

that||||9H me that tho laine was going to 

open/anc^n^ he went out to work* "^hen he arrived 

there, he told me he learned they were picketing. After 
that I j'^ined the picket line to keep U.M.’V, men out of the mine* I only saw 
'.'■'ine B men in the picket line. 

”In December 1957 I voted in tho election at the State Armory. No one 
told me hov: to vote. T voted for in this election because I liked 

this bunion E-ind wanted to keep it at ^^ine B. 

”Bill Sirtout has tried to get me to join U.h!/' . He talked with me, 
but did not use :any rough tactics. I told him that I^d make up my mind 
later on this matter* 1 don^t recall exactly when Sirtout talked to me, 
but it was after I went back to work in 1939* 

"After going back to '/ork. Cotton Ananias asked ne to join U.H."”. 

Ke did not get rough ;;ith ne. Some time ^ft^^r I started back to Tvork in 
hCinc E, Tony Plotch and Cotton came to my house. At that time I signed up 
with U.H.'A I said that if most of the men -;;anted r.li.TT., I was willing to 
join U.MiA. 

talked to ne in ""inc E after I started back to work. 

He did rjotgo^rougT^ but he told me that if I v:aited too long before I 
joined Uir.7, I would lose my job, and some one might get hurt. I think he 
meant that I ojould get hurt. I heard that some men ;vervO beat up, but I never 
saw any of this. 

" hen the mine reopened in 1939, Oscar Falcetti came to ny house 
and told me when to come back to work^ I had boon vjorking on 7/.P.A, I don^t 
remember the election in February 1941. 

''I joined U*LI...A to keep my job. I v/as entirely satisfied with 
P.H.A., but it didn’t make much difference to me vjhich union I was in at 
■•''ine B. 



"This statement consisting of this and two other handwritten pages 
has been read to me, and I state th^t it is true to the best of my knowledge 
and recollection. 



Special Agents, F.B.I. 
Springfield, 111," 
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Re: Jam L. Ij. 



the intervie\T to be extremely nervoii^^m^ afraid to talk. 

It IS not know) whether this is his usual demeanor. He speaks and understands 



iiiterviev;^ bjt admitted to both Agents that everything in it is true to 
the best of his knowledge. He said he preferred not to testif^r. |||||^^^| 
claimed to have no criminal record, VJhen asked if anvime had tnreatene 


Bureau of Investigation, Ho threats or promises have been made to 
me to obtain this statement. 


of >imerica, I had no part in the lormation of this mion, 
and nerelv Coined it when ihe m ioritv of the men sv/un£r from the 
U. to I have never held an office in any union. 

"From 1932 to 1937 I don 't recall' any trouble ai ..line B, either 
between the management and the P.M.A., or betiveen the miners 
themselves. I did not attend many union meetings during this time. 

I was entirely satisfied with the P.]’,A. union, and the officers and 
members all treated me O.K. I have found all unions pretty much 
alike, and I have no preference one way or the other. 

"No one talked to me about joining the U.K."/. before the 
strike started in 1937. I did not hear of anyone trying to or- 
ganize for U.iJ.'.'. in Ifine B prior to 1937. I don't think that I 
went to a meeting of the P,!I.*->.. on the night before the strike 
started in 1937. Oa the day of the strike, I think that I had 


"Springfield, 111, 




I am workii',g at panther Creek Inline an 
of the Progressive I^ine b'orkers of amerlca union 


*'I first joined a union^ the United ]^ne 1/orke 
in Springfield, 111. I be'^^an to work at dine 3 in 
v/orking at 1-ine B in 1^32 I joined the Progressive 
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• tJOHIv L ^ ^ Z!T itJj* 


i^lc> 


HJTERVIEW \mn finished my rrork, and v^hen I came to the top I 

heard that no v/ork ivould be done the next day. 
(bontinuedj I don’t know any reasons for the strike. 

**In October, 1937, I got a job at Panther Creek :'[ine #2, and have 
been vrorking there ever since. 

*'I don ’t remenber signing any p>etition in 1937. I might have done 
so, but I don’t remember. After the strike started, no one tried to get 
ne to join the U.I!,b* 

’’I did not know that inline B vras going to reopen in September 1937* 

I did not go out to the picket line and no one asked me to go out to it, 

I knew a lot of men who did go out to the picket line^ 

*’I voted in the election held at the State Annor^’^ in December 1937- 
I don’t knuv7 how I heard about the election. I was working at Panther 
Creek Mne #2 when this election was held. I prefer not to say how I 
voted in this election, but I will say that I had nothing against P.M.A. 
at the time of this election. 

’’Since the election of 1937, I have had nothing to do rrlth ILLne B 
or the unions at that mine. 

’’This state ent cui^sisting of this and one other t;^^evrritten page 
has been read to me, and I state that it is true to the best of my know- 
ledge and recollection. 


"hit nesses : 


ptated that everything contained in the above 
\/as true , but he declined to sign it.) 
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Re; JOHM L, Lri’w'IS, ET iiL. 





IJjHfrgsiiiterv^ by Special Agents 

Although 



is cooperative it is felt that due to the short time he worked at liine B 
he does not possess sufficient information to make him a good witness. 

He furnished the f ollov.ang signed statement. 


Federal Bureau of Investigation. 

Ijo threats or promises have been made to me to induce me to make a 
statement , 


in 1932 and at that time v'as lorking at Panther Creek mines, 

"I started working at I'ine 3 in august, 1940 and voted in the 
NLRB election in February of 1941. I kn'Si/ Oscar Falcetti and I 
■ir'ent out and a.sked him for a j .-b. He told me if I '.vantod to work 
nights he would put me on. I worked there about a year and one- 
half, until rt.pril, 1942. ' hen I went to vrark at Hine B I did not 

belong to any union. Falcetti didn't say anything to mo about 
joining any union. I used to belong to Progressive and I had tried 
to get a job through them, but I couldn't. I decided to join United, 
for I v/as a little mad about not getting a job under Progressive, 
'.hen I started to irork I v^as approached by both P.^ha. and Ulfl’ men 
who ’. anted mo to join their unions. No one threatened me and I 
didn't see anyone beaten up, .'iftcr I had been working about a week 
I joined United, ..s I i/orking nights I didn't see much of what 
was going on. 

"I was never active in any union and never attended many meet- 


"I have read the above statement and declare it to be true and correct. 


"Springfield, Illinois 
September 7, 1943 



mak^thefollovang voluntary statement to 
both of whom have identified 





Special itgonts, F.3.I., 
U.S. Dept, of Justice," 
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Re: JOHN L. LET. .IS, ET ij. 






Illinois, was 


_ 1 ftJl 7 


V.* 

0^\^J.CXX 


In I’ V 1 8W0 u ttV/ 111 
Agents 

speaks send understands Englisli Trery weil< ne was c^p’^ative, but nis 
remory did not seem to te very good* He claimed to have no criminal record 
If necessary- he is willing to testify. 



The follovring signed statement was 


obtained from 



” Springfield, 111* 

■rk-|".nm'hc=: -r 1 



3ureau ol Inve 
made to me. 


make the follo-v-ng voluntary’’ statement tc 
whom I knov' oc b^ opecial agents of the Fedora 
of my own free will^ with no threats or promises 


I ^vas berr 
Mine w.orkers 


live 


^ nois , 



Springfield iri 


and am working at Mine B. 

I joined the United 

I was workini^ at the Peabodv 

- - - — ^ 

Mine, and v/e went on strike* I didn't work in a mine until January of 1934, 
w^hen I began work at Mine B. I had been a meinber of HIa for some time 
before beginning work at Mine E* I had not paid dues in the P.M.A*, but 
started to pay dues when I began working there, I had no part in the organ- 
izing ci and have never held f-n ofrice in any mine union# 


“From 1934 until 1937,.. I don’t remember any trouble at the mine, 
betvjeen the meoiagement and the union. I was satisfied in the P.M.A, during 
that period* and heard or saw nothing to make me think the P.M.A, was not 
being run fair and square, I didn t hear of any talk on the part of the 
manageinent w^hich would shew a preference for the IMM.'-V. or against the P.M.A# 


*‘I don’t remember any P.M.A, meeting on the night before the 

T -..r .- ^ 4-U^ ^ w. ^ J.1 jjj *j_ _ . 

± uiitr uji ojitj sbriKe, uue aion e go Qown 

into the mine, I think the strike was caused because there was no contract 
butween the P.M.A. and Mine B, and I*m not sure, I don’t remember the union 
officials ever telling any of the mon the reason for the strike, I don’t 
remember, either, getting any explanation from the P.M.A, officials why we 
only had an extension agreement. 


“I remonbor that, just before the strike, there was some agitation 
on the part of some men for the U.M.'I,, or some union. No one talked to me 

So'^Tv5ncr Tl.?.’/, . n+. 'HVir't" T 4-Vin+ ^ ^ 

V ^ wr*AW«. w V' , ^_a■ A ^ XX ^ rvjl'w VJ LU ^ UV-i W ^ i V CXLI " Jt 

Dominic Pesquale, and some others, w ere a gitating for the U.M.TT. One day 
I heard Pasquale and a man nanod arguing, and I supposed the argu- 

ment to be over union matters. 
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Rc: JOH>: I- r>S’. JS, ET 70.^ 


rencmber signir.g a pe-tition, I don^t know just when, 
asking for a referendum to sec which union had the 
majcrity* This was a P.M^A* petition, and I^m reason- 
ably sure I signed one, but I can't be positive of it. 

1 do reme:vbej that no one asked me to join the U.M.Ti* in 1937. 

don’t remember getting any notice that the ndne was going to 
open up in the fall of 1957. I picketed the mine at this time, to keep the 
men out of the mine. I don't remember how I got notice of the picket 
line. It might have been at a meeting, but I'm not sure, I was not 

made to go out to the picket line. The men went out to the mine to 

work. I don't remember seeing any miun trying to go doTO into the 

mine at this time. The ■■^juncbion reii to us by a federal man, and was 

for the purpose of getting the P.LI.A. men av.ay from the mine. After the 
injunction vjas read, we all left. 7i/e were v.illing to leave the matter up 
tc the P.Lhii. officials, and wore willing to abide by their decisions. The 
decisions were all arrived at after a discussion, and anyone could get up 
and speak his mind. 

rjinomber the election in uhe ivinter of 1937, at the arsenal. 

I don't remember how I heard about it but think I saw it in the paper, I 
wont tc the election of ny own accord, end voted the way I wanted to. I got 
no instructions from the P.M.A. officers as to hov. to vote. I voted for 
P.M.ii. because I v.t^s satisfied with that urjicn, and preferred it to the 


INTERVIEW* V.ITH 




"I don’t remember anyone coming tc me while I was out on strike, 
either to join the UJifh. or to keep in the P.M.A. I v;ent to seme P.M.A. 
mootings, but don't know how many, or v^hat was discussed. In the fall of 
1939, I get a letter from the iiine B management saying that the mine was 
going to open. They said they vrould lot ne Joiow when a place was ready for 
me. 1 don t remember just exactly when I went back to work. 


‘^uTter I went back to v/ork in tho mine 


asked md 

tc join tho U.i.hh. by signing a referendum petition, I told him I didn't/ 
want to until I saw how the men felt. He then asked me to cone to a U.M.'A. 
meeting to see how irueay Mine B men were there. I went and saw about half 
the men from Mine B there, ^iround this tine I heard several men saying 
that if tho didn't get a contract with Mine B, the mine wouldn’t stay 

open. . I don't remember any certain man saying this, and don't knov^ if it 
was a man or not. I joined U.M/iTn. at that timo, because I thought 

that if I didn't join and the didn't get the contract, the 

mine wouldn’t stay open, l^c one forced mo to join, and I vjasn't threatened. 


"In February of 1941, at the election I voted for the U.H.IV. be- • 
cause I figured tha,t under the the men v^ould be abl e to keep on 

working. Aftc^r the mine opened up, I saw Iking around tho 
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JOHi: L. LK^IS 





, ET AL. t? ; 

h ~?£> 

mine. I thought he was a new hossj^, and didn^t know what 

Vs ^ ^ -I T A 4" Vs Vs c" >«iT "V^Tnoe rn/4 

J i X C> |\JU CXO 0 -1- K/CK V4- »r J. t-' li 1 i X-Lii kJ O V ^ J-^L U ^ E^^-LXSJL Aiw » V * 

mentioned aij\d:hing about the union. 

•*I alwa^/s liked the P-M^A. and don t care for John L» Lewis. I’m 
j^atisfied vvi ch I: now but liked P.M^A^ w^hen I was a jnember of that union, 

and wanted to keep that union. 

"I have had the foregoing, consisting cf approximately four and one- 
ViDlf pages, read to me and state that it is true to the best of my kno'wledge. 



LliTERVIE':; * iITH 

V continue ( 
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Re: JOHJ L* m-TS, 17 






U^JTSEVIElv' V^TTH 



Illinois j was interviev/ed at his home on 


Springfield, 
ember 7^ 


1943 by Special 

::.r.glish Tj'ith dif ficult^^^^express^n and can mdertst^^it^ onlywrien it is 
spoken slo't/ly^ He clainiGd to have a poor neinory, and denied that anyone 
had told him not to give any informationtott^F.B.I. He did not state 
’.vhether he v;ould or v^^o'ild not testifv. Um® claimed to have no criminal 
record* He furnished the follovfing signed statement • 


^'Springf leld. 111 . 
September 7j 1943- 


*»I, make the follovang voluntary statement to 

%7hcm I kro’vj to be .Special ..igents of 
the Federal 3ureau of investigation, of ry ovm free vail, with no 
threats or nronises to me. 


ing at ]lLi.e 3. I was^ 

the bi iited States in li^Tasnaturalizec 

I joined the belonged to that union 

1932 when I joined the Progressive line Workers of ^^merica. I re- 
joined the in the fall of 1939 j and am a member of that union 

at the present time. 



M 


rrom 


T T T r~ ^ V\ , 


to 1932 , the conditions at tho mine were all right. 


«-4vi CCJi-JTn TT u \J 

^wU-1 lil tf ^ \J 1± \J £ 


Th<a TT W 


wasn't looking out for the miners, but was just interested in collect- 
ing dues. In 1932, when the was started, I just went along vfith 

the men and didn 't take any part in sta'rtir.g the P.M.A. Fi'om 1932 to 
1937 , the coiiditions at the mine wwre just about the same. The P.15. A. 
union was all right, but it made no difference to me ’.vhich union v;as in. 
The P.l'-.'i'-. was a little bettor just because the dues were less. I 
went to union meetiiigs once in a while, but not often. -During that time 
I didn 't hear of anythiijg said by the mine bosses v^iich iTould shovT 
that they favored the U.l'.'a. 


"I don't remember going to a meeting the night before 

the strike in Lfoy of 1937, and I don 't remember ever hearing aixrut the 
meeting. On the day of the strike, I iforked all day. The next day the 
mine vras closed dovvn. I don't knov; the reason for the closing dovm, 
although I think the management v7as looking for another union. I don't - 
remember anything about P.H.ji, men being fired, or anything about a v^age 
dispute. I don't remember signiiig any paper for the P.If.ii, just after 
the strike. 
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Re ; 


L. LGilS, ET .JL. 


i» 7 o 



"In thi; fall of 1937 , v/hon they tried to open 
the mine, I went out to the picket line. Ijo one 
told me to, and I v/ent to protect my tools and pro- 


'I ■+ T r •f' 'K’r .1^ Cr ■? 


chi: 


rrrs Vmt- f V10 TT ' T 

^ ^ ±A^ ^c,iJ.«rra 


men , 


about tryi' g get men iiito the mine^ 

junction to hurt and help the 


T rin 1+ V\jmin-v^ n »7 -it 4’ Vi-I 

^ ^.u j L/ cxi i X-J.J.1 ^ 

I think the federal in- 


"In the election at the state arsenal in 1937^ I voted for the 
P.Lhjv. because I vranted to vote for that union. No one forced ne to 
vote either but voted the v;ay I v/anted to. In the fall of 1939 

I got a notice from the company that the ip.ine was going to open up, and 
I sho'Uld report in a coitain time or l:.se ry job*. I v^Lnx back to v/ork as 
soon as the mine opened. Shortly afuer the nino opened- I joined the 
U.Tl.t’. I heard from several men, none of v..com I remember, that I had 
to join the or lose my job, I sav; cz'icr men sigg, so I signed 

up. Nobody made me s^.; up with No one had contacted me before 

the r_inc reopened to the d 


dca ^t r-jmember .voting in t::c eleoiion of February 1941, and 
don^t remember v;hich way I voted. It doesn makG any difference to me 
%nn_.it union has the contract. 


remember, on the day of the strike, in 1937, that some of the 
men v;crc loading short v'eights in protest agrdnst the fact that some 
U,:','. men vjere working in the mine in violation of the closed shop 
agreement . 

’d have had the foregoing, consisting of about tv/o and a half 
pages, read to me, :ind state that it is true to the best of my knowledge. 
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HE; JOHN L. li:,‘.TS, ET Id.. 


\ 





TH The fol lowing investi_£a^i on Special 

Ag^ntc 

fields T!ffino^^onSeptember 8, 1943. 


. , G VK T TO 

Ct. ^ 


vic-we. 

life. 


jit his reside nce, 914 Percy, Springfield, Illinois, Agents inter- 
^and he advised he had never been arrested in his 


It 

questions and 
ur de r stood • 
testiiTiony is 


was noted that he had some difficulty in understanding the 
wnen ans'Aering the questions his ansvv^ers y/ere not clearly 


y 


n ± ^ Ca 


absolutely necessary^ 


After the stettrinent inem:i o led } .c/r inaf ^ :^r v:as read to him he was 
asked if ho cared to si^zn the sme no asx:ed if he had to* Ke was told 
that he did not need tg and ho v:as asked .. ihere v;as any reason why he 
should not sign it h thereupon signed same vrithout saying anything 

further , 




he said that he had not been, but l.ac. heard some of the other miners at 
Inline B tr.lk about the mattt^ri that they did not seem to understand what it 
was all about* He was asked by Agents as to whether or not he did not 
understand why the inves-^ igc t ion was being made, and he said that Agents 
had so told him abcut it* 


The follov-ing signed statenent v/as obtained from 



Springf i" d. 111. 

Sept* 8, 1943. 

give the following statement to 
who are known to me to be Special -^^gents of 
the F*B.I^* Ko threats or promises have been ma de, me to get me to give 
this statement. I started v/orking at Mine there 

Virorking as a C£al digger. I v:as b o r I c£one 
to the UsS- iif ^Jjznd be Gamo a citixeii "joino^^a union 

at hestficld. 111., in ^®this was a U.M.'h* 



"Before 1932 everything was OK at mine B under the U.U.'h. 'v^hen 
they went over to P.M.A^ it made no difference to me. I just yvanted a 
job. From 1932 to 1957 the P,M*A. got along ok with Elshoff as far as I 
know, I never heard Elshoff or Falsetti say anything against the P.M.A. 
or its officers. I just vjorked and paid no attention to union matters. 

I don't know of anything wrong between t^e P.K.A. men and thoir officials, 
I only v/ent to meetings for an election or something like that. I never 
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hie. 

RE: JOHN L. LE.'IS, ET AL 


INTERVIFi AITH knew finything about the noney matters of the Union. 

1 don't Iznovr vihether the P.M.A. men sent to jail for 
fconling were guilty or not, I never saw U.M.’A, picket 
or distribute literature at Mine B. I never saw any 
i.’i.V.. errunizers at Mine 3 at that time. 

' I 'znoT.' nothing about any parties given by Elshoff for U.M.Ij. 

T’ 1* -r Vb i m . 

X V* m k w ^ ^ d. ^ w 

”l kna \v the contract ran out in the Spring of 1937, but I don*t 
know did about it, one time v/e were going to v/ork End the next 

thing V7e strike. The men u.^d£*^Fiocd a temporory agreement had 

been made and voore satisfied v/ith th.; A'oy :he cificials were handling it* 

don’t roi t:.ibcr any P.M iLcotrrjg th^ night btdfore the strike 
and don’t think I w^cni., I was home cho chi-- cnc strike started and some 
fellow came to me am 'Id me tie. ■- IJmie B '^vas on strike we went over the 
next day and stood rir,-..dj I I-^n i •nc;; why tnc nine v;as shut down. I 
don’t renonber anything abome care ever bjing loaded shortc 

don*t romemher signing any petitions during the suim.ier of 1957 
for either P.II.h. or U.Ii.V.h 

"I don’t romembor the U.LU" * fo^e:lng a local in Springfield in 
the Sumner cf 1957, 

v;ent to the mine in Sept. 1937 on about the 2nd or 3rd day 
of the strike, i went cf my owti free vmll and v;e w^ere just there to pro-* 
tect our jobs. 

v;as at the mine most of the tine the strike v;as cn. No one 
was there but the local P.IJ.a. men, c-v^ryth_ag was peaceful and quiet. I 
was there when the Ii^arshall came nothing happened t^xcept- we v/ent home* 

’’I heard ths^t they tried to reopen the mine in Dec. 1937, some- 
one told mo of tnis but I did not go out. 

’’1 voted in the first N.L.R.B. election at the Armory. «e went 
there in groups from the Union Hall, I voted P.MrA™ as I belonged to that ' 
union. I voted of my own free v/ill & the w^ay I Vvanted. think this was 
a good election. 

don’t recall anything about any attemipt to open the mine in 

Jan. 19.^. . 

”I know nothing about why Elshoff would not si.gr p. contre/'t w'th 

the P.M.A. 
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HE: JOKII L. LE..IS, ET y 


IKTERVIETi 



"I don't raaiembcr 
going to work at 
shut down. 


anything about any 
the Jefferson Mine 


men or Mr. Falsetti 
while Mine B was 


and 

the 


"I got a letter from the Co. when the mine opened. I wont out 
Falsetti w'ho said I would have to wait awhile because of falls in 
A fellow came and told mo to come back in a few days, I used 
to work in box ^and went back to box^^as I could not got into Box^^ 
about unions or wages at this time, I just went to^rork 
my job. 


saw 
mine . 


Nothing v/as saia 
because that was 


’’Nobody ever talked to me at the mine or at home about joining 
the U.Il.T.. One time I went to a meeting and saw a lot of the old 

P.M.A. over there so I signed up. ‘-.h'-n I first leturned to Mine B I paid 
dues to P.M.A. I do not recall sigring ary cards for U.M.7A or P.M.A. in 
the summer of 1940. 

”I heard talk of some men getting beat up but I never did see any 

of it. 


"I don't know for sure v;hether I voted at a K.L.R.B. election in 
Feb, 1941, if I did I don't remember it nov.', 

’R.hcn v;e first wont to work the mine was in bad shape, but they 
fixed it up, 

"I know nothing about any mooting where 

out . 



”I have hod to me this 6 page statement as I 

have trouble reading, ro theoe^ rf my knowledge it is all true and 
correct, I am therefore signing it of my ovm free will. 



(signed) 

ecial -agent, FBI (Milwj,^ 

Special Agent, FBI (St. Paul, Minn.) 


Springfield, 111. 
Sept, 8, 1943» 
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HE! JOHM L. LET, IS, El 


^'7'^ ' bljn 



as ha liHs diiiiculty speaking iin'ilish. He has no known criminal record. 
He supplied the foliovring signed statement: 


^ . y 

kind 7?ere made to co'. se me to rjakt. this statement. 


I nev^-r hold any offices in any union. 

‘ "Betv;con®HB and 1932 the U II and the Mine B Officials got 
alon£ alri-ght. as I knov.' the Progressive Mine ''orkers Union was 

formed by soms of the miners who got mad when the wage scale ballots were 
stolon in 1932. 

"I had nothing to do with the formation of the noi: union but 
s>.Jitched ov_r 'v;hen ir^'’ local joined the * ro, ,rcssives. 

"There 'i^^ro no strikes or close do'vns b. tween 1932 and 1937 and 
Mr. Elshoff seemed to treat the irogressives as well as he had treated 
the U . 1 . I thoutiht thL."! the ne'..' union v/as fine and that tho leaders 
were good. The dues and assessments were about the same, 

"Shortly before the strike in r-Iay 1937 about 13 men ^ient back to 
U V. T A fe'i of tliesc men ':orc> suspended just before the strike. The' 
men that I remember ’uere Fri-rik ivustin, Charles -bohannon, -n-ndre-. ■ Schrele- 
viouF, Dominic Fasquale, Pete Carter, Tony Plotch, John Ananiag, John 
Sirtout, George Jacaway, and Jnmos 'Hale. These" same men are the ones who 
tried to reopen the mine U I.' 'J v^hila ~nc Mere on strike in 1937. 


"Springfield, 111. 
September 3> 1943 



.1 Agents 



"I have been employed in Coal mines eVv-r_ I cane to /unerica 
joing up '.■■ith the United Mine '..’orkcra of America at 
started '.vor’iing at Mine in continuing rif momb ' 




I 

_ M 
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HE* JOHI'J L. LEjTS, ET 




INTERVIE , M:1 
(Continued) 


"The strike in 193'^ started because the 
temporary "wage agreement was no good and 
the U II E A n^n nc-ntioned above 


started going around stirring up the men. Before the strike we were told 
to load coal short in the cars. I never 
home Instead on the morning of the strike. 


.^.(jtided any 


’*! never attended any nesting the night before the strike nor any 
meeting, where the U men ‘i;ere suspended, 

"The first I knew about the strike was when I got to th-: mine in 
the morning and hccirci the men ar noing about the Co. allowing the sus- 
pended men go davin in the min^. 'i.’c er.; then told to load coal short until 


+ Vs .'»■ / > < i-iiTj + -f* ^ ■rtj'-jrl + Vo ■ 


0 nH ."vrl 


T Q hrvrvi whnn t,hf> 


actual strike tjus called about 2 p n on liay 12 j 19^7, and didn^t find 
out about it until th>^ uiiners caiUo home. 


>’I remember 3iL,nin^. u petition shortly after the strike sho.'ying 
that I favored the This a free and voluntary 

”I vas a myiiib.:r of t::;. S-t c;o;;n strikers for almost of months* 
I'e never had any trouble durin. this time. '.»hilo we were there Ij men 
including; the ones I have named above tried to reopen the mine under a 
U i' Contract and tried to i;et the -ro^cssives to join up. The second 
day they were afraid to cone bf.ck* 

^rVhen the Court said >7o had to quit stayln^i at the ranc all of the 
Pro.-T jssives ^^ent home. 


couplt:. of viojks later the II L H B held an election which was 
fair and squar-* I voted at that ©lection and the Promos sivos won 
404 to 25 * 

^'Tho U II ‘.V attempted to roopm .the raino in early January" of 1938 
but they were not successful. 


"I w^nt back to liLne ^ in November of 1939 under tao "open shop" 
a-xoement. I was still paying dues to the F I! I r ariainod with the 
Progressives until I bj^an to see the miners beaten up by the U M 7‘ A 
men and I joined U IZ A to kOv^p from jetting beat up, i'^ndrew Sclirclevious 
and a inan crJ Icc to irr^ house and asked mo to join U ,1* and 

I did to keep 115 ^ 'an3 to keep from getting beat up. I would rethCiT 

remained vith the Fro Tessivos and if I had a fr^e choice today I would 
choose the Progressives. I like to vote for my officers, 
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RE: JOH:! L. LE .'IS, ET /iL 




Iifl'ERVE'.' joined the U M before the second 

(continued) election. I voted in this election •which 

the U U V.' L TJon by quite a majority. I 
voted U y. i. in the second election to keep ny job, but if I could have 
had a free- choice and kept ny job ^ I would iiave voted Pro,;ressive. 


have had the above statements road to me by Special A^^ent 
The sarae ar ^ true and I do hereby si.-^n ny name. 




.tnessed: 



Special fvg'.nt - F.3.I. 

special jij'ent F.B.I." 


c 


h') 2^ 
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RE; JOHN L. LEIS, ET aL 







iirTSRYii:;. v.it- 


iprineiiexa, xiiinois, 

Yvas interviewe d at his hone by Special A,^ents 
[ ar;g It is not believed he ■would make , 

^^^oo^?^nes?due t^h^^SaDil^^To speak hn;.„lish or remember clearly. \/ 
Ke admits having been arrest';d for being drunk on tv»'o different occasions! 


He supplied the folloviiff^ signed statement; 


"Sprin.-^ield, 111. 
September 3* 1943 



folloTjing volun 

are Special Agents of the Federa' 

;roi.dses of anv kind nave been mde to get me to make a statement. 


"I was bar: 

land oecane a Naturalized Citizen of U. S 


I emigrated to U. S. in 



"I joined U. r, '.T* in about 
!'ine #2. I began working in !'ine "3" i;. 
an officer in any union. 


,7hen 1 began wor kinj-; at -'Sangamon 
l',ave never been 


"I do not know of any difficulty or of U, H. "g being in any 
trouble of any kind at Mine 3 before F. A. Avas formed. 

’*I joined F, M, A. in 1932 because the leaders of my union told 
me I had to join P, A. to AYork. 


'•I kno'," of no trouble bet''.'jeen Elshoff and F. !I. A. before the strike 
in l;^.^, I vjas AJorking as a digger at Mine "B'* T.-hen the strike occurred. 

I did not see any one trying to organize or change the miners froia F. T , A. 
to U M at that time.' I remember the nine closed doivn in 1937 and the 
?. M. A cojmnittee told me that it was because t'>;elve men had been working 
for E. n. ‘T. and that A.'e would strike, I do not recall loading any cars 
short the day of the strike. 


•’’'Sometiiue in tlic summer of 1937 niDR'd ■ SCHPlELEVIOUS and DQ!'iINIC 
PAS^UALE came to me at uy house to get me to join U. i.', V/. but I said no, 

>'I remember p: cketing at Mine "B” for 56 days and nights, then 
the U. S. Marshal served an injunction on us. 

"I voted in the N. L. B. election hold in the Arsenal. As far 
as i could see it A';as a fair election. I kno:. P 11 a won the election. 
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‘^Shortly thereafter I heard the mine ivas t^oing to 
reopen and I 'ivorked orsday with Joe Albanese, 
Doninic Pasquale, Pete Carter, Frank Austin, John 
Cotton, John Sirtout, George Jacaway, Emory Jacaway, 


Chiar]e? Bolianrjon^ Janes Hale, 
go to work* *^he next day I 



^^Hstood on the road and watched us 
VJora had come from C. 


^hat orily p H A could T^ork at Vine so X didr/t get to -rork arrnnore. 

I oacia ^?7-10 that day. 

’*Sometirie later I joined U. II. V7. and went to \^ork at Jefferson liine 
in Au ,ust 193 c • I there 5 rionths and each pay I had to give 

Brc'.-erton hJIO or a month. Ke kept this amount out each pay because 
he said his oxpe-nses were too high to pay the full amount of our pay so in 
order to keep the roine open I Had to give them $10 each pay. The last two 
pays I did not receive any pay checks at all and the ].iino closed down. 

These last t^v'o pays aiiiountod to 0ll7,l5- 

went to work on ?. until Ihne 0 ^ned in 1939- T 
v;ent to work then as U. II- ■». and an still working in I/ine "B'* as U M '7, 

I voted U. H- H* in the second H L H B election in 1941. 


read t> 


knov, ’ledge." 



have had this 3 pa'^e stateraent 
!na it isLTu^ arid corr..ct to the b ;st of my 



'Witnessed: 



al F, B. I., Springfield, IH.-i.” 


p^eciau , r. k. 1., opringiie_Lu, jluu. 
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REi JOHN L. LETTIS, ET AL. 






\ ^ • 
N. 


INTERVIET, tUTH 


The fo llowing: investigati on wa^co nducted by Special 
Agents Spring* 

field. 


At his 3pringfield, Illinois, 

Ae;erjts iut erv^wed^BjHB^BBj^Han^ he advised he nad never been arr^st^ 
in his life. ■^HBunaerstoouthe questions asked him and his answers 
could be understood* However, it appeared that he was not well versed with 
the union affairs of the period under investigation, but it is felt that 
he w^ould make a fair witness if his testimony is needed in Court* 

The following signed statement was received from 


Springfield, 111. , 
Sept. 6, 1943. 


Ill, am making 



this free 5c voluntary statement to 
v:ho are Imovm to me to be Special Agents 
promises have been made me to give this statement* 

presently am a coal digger at Panther Creek jf5 3c have been 
since year ago last April 16th. I started at Mine B in Springfield, 111* 
around 1933 or 1954 & I didn’t work any after May 12, 1937. 

became a citizen ir ^ first joined the U*M.vi. in 

in Illinois and T never held any office * P.M.A* v;as at Mine B when 
started k I Joined over then* In 1932 I worked in Min© 5 at Peabody A 
was P.M.A. then so Just switched over* Before Mine B closed I believe 
Elshoff 3c P.M.A. got along O.K* Before Mine B closed I never heard Elshoff 
or Falcetti say anything about P.M.A. officials or men being crooked* I 
never heard them say they v;anted U.M.V#. back* 

^^Befcre strike P.M.A. men felt PliA leaders were O.K* 4 I never 
heard anyone kicking about a thing* P.M.A. local v/as run by the men and 
Questi ons ^ ^ didn’t go to many meetings 

P.M*A. men sent to jail 

in t.ne bombings up b on d for I never knew him 3t 

we felt they vj^ere not guilty. P*M. Aroff icer^made reports of money matters 
to m© 3c I never suspected anything wrong. ISe had no unusual special 
assessments except death assessments* Before Mine B closed U*M*7t. never 
picketed the mine nor did I see any literature. Just before Mine B closed _ 

2 or 3 men started some trouble & they would argue k Falcetti would not do 
a thing about it. They would argue about not being with U.M*W* One %ms 
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RE: JOHN L. LENfIS, ET AL 


rvcsHi'^ /ni c rftPc.\j?^lo I rectkll & he was for Others 

he has several names; ATidy Schrelevious , 
and was active later on* These men would 

argue a lot amongst themselves before the strike* I 
never heard of any partie s for Els hoff or U-M*l/7. I recall when contract 
ran out in Spring of told us at the Mine E that he had an 

extension of the old contract^tnat it was retro-active, but I later heard 
on that the c-ompany denied it* 

miners felt our PMA officers would get us as good a 
contract as U*M*’iY* could get* Gn pay days no one seemed to be sore as we 
felt v:e would get back pay y/hen contract v;as signed* The men I mentioned 
above were active just before Mine B closed* Mine B never said a thing 
about the wage agreement that I knov/ of. Just before Mine closed I did 
not attend a meeting & don^t recall of hearing about it. 

'*Qn llay 12, 1937 I did not knov/ of a strike till I came up on 

top that afternoon k that morning I never heard a thing about it. I didn’t 

hear a thing thr.’*-. about a pay increase & I don't recall of any members 

being expelled* I did not. Ice" :^rs short but I saw some half loaded 

& 1*10 one told me to load any short* I came up on regular quitting time 
but I did not get notice ahead of time of strike and I was in then 

k came up & I first heard that a strike was on from the other miners* I 
don’t recall w'hat was said as to why there ^yas a strike* I went home and 
a feyy days later I helped picket Mine B for a short time and while out at 
the Mine E on picket I signed a P*M*A* petition and no one. forced me to sign 
it and it was to show what side we b^:longed to* If I recall we signed 3 
different sheets as company got one and kept one- I heard about a 

petition I never was contacted in regard to it* I most likely 
signed another FiblA petition that fall in 1937 & I believe I signed it at 

the meeting and no one forced me to sign it. I heard about U.M.TI* forming 

a new local but no one contacted me but I heard of men going around in 
reference to it. In summer of 1937 I don't recall of Einything else 
happening* I also heard that some Mine B men k Falcetti were at the 
Jefferson Mine k that Falcetti v/as a boss there, and I believe I also heard 
something about Elshoff being connected with it* In fall of 1937 I hoard thru 
other P.li.A* men that the mine w^as going to reopen & that I should be out at 
the mine and I v/ent to the Mine but did not go down. Falcetti came down 
by the shaft and told a bunch of^hat if we wanted to go to work wc would 
have to sign up with as he said the Company had a contract with 

U^M.m* None, but 8 or 1C men went down i they were of that old group who 
were against P.M.A* I didn’t go to any meeting later that day* The same 
morning we started to picket L were there about 7 or 6 weeks, I was out 
there almost all of the time k no ono forced me to go out k I went of my 
own free will and no outsiders were there and it was a quiet & peaceful 
strike k no men came out later on* Tihcn the Marshall camo out I 
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RE; JOHN L. LETTIS, ET AL 




^ 0 o 


"'.ITE 



.continue 


was home that night. I heard several days later that they 
had tried to reopen the mine but I did not go out as I 
wouldn’t Join the I voted in 1st N.L.R.B* election 

& it was by secret ballot and I voted for the side I 
wanted and it vras an honest election. No one forced me to vote, ISe went 
over in groups to the Armory. I did not see any men giving out literature 
on way to iumiory. were not told at meeting of P.Li.A, as to how we 

should vote. 


did not go out to Aline B when they re-opened it again. In 
Jan, 1939, 2nd of month, I got a Job at Barr Liine & worked there 3 yrs. & 

3 months. In 1938 and 1939 I don^t recall of anything unusual happening. 

I don’t loiow v;hy i^lshoff w-ould not sign a contract with P.ii.A. In fall of 
1939 I got a registered letter from I.*ine B c: I went back to seo how I stood 
& Falcetti said when my turn came he would send me a letter & in a month 
or so I got a letter to come cut but I never went cut as I felt I didn’t 
Vv’ant to work under U.L.'V, & I still am aProgressive . I never have been 
back to Mine B since. I have had Agentl^BB^Bread this 6 page statement 
to me and it is true and correct to the oestor my recollection & I have 
signed it of my cv/n free will. 



Witnessed: 



_^ec. Agt . FBI, (Milw’) 

Spec. Agt. FBI (St, Paul, 


Minn, ) 


Springfield, 111. Sept. 6, 1943 


It 



